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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


Subject : CONTROVERSY RECARO l HC NETAJ I SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE*S 
DEATH AND HIS ASHES TO I HOI A FROM 1APAN 


Ref FR fbOnthe MHA on the subject referred to above. 
A draft is placed beloM for approval please. K&4-* 

■•■'-f-.* £.(kxrj*j^ ^|'-aJa«m ^ tCfiM . fr^ ,, 



(Priarose R. Sharia) 
Director (AP) 
15 . 11.93 
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Please merge DFA I and DFA II and issue 
them as proposed. 



iJ.N. Dixit 
Foreign Secretary 
22.11.1993 
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Sated the 17 th May 



, 1993 
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QPPICdS MauKGFA :D13M -f 7 HAY 



Subject: Another Investigation inquiry about 
the di sa^pearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 


The undersigned is directed to forward copies 
of a representation 13.3.93 from Prof. Samar Gruha and 
others of Calcutta addressed to the President of India 
and a letter darted 30.3.93 alongwith its enclosre add- 
ressed to the Home Minister, on the above subject for 
aooronriate necessary action under intimation to this 
Mini stry . 

2 . The above mentioned communications have been 
acknowle Iged • 


( R.c . hakja ) 

DISK OP ICSR 



Sncl : As above. 
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The Ministry of External Affairs, 
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PRESIDENT 
REPUBLIC OF INDIA 



22 March 1993 
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During my recent visit to Calcutta, Prof. Samar 
Guha, Shrl Trlguna Sen, Shrl Amlya Kumar Mazumdar 
and other eminent citizens met me and pressed me 
to endorse to you the requests contained in the letter 
which I forward herewith to you. 


ivMt 


C3 u vZ vc- ^ v J Ass ri 5 

Yours sincerely, 


s . 

(Shanker 


Dayal Sharma) 




Shri P.Y. Narasimha Rao, 
Prifne Minister of India, 
Nr?'-!// Delhi 110 011. 



Ends: As above 
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Dr. Shankar Llayal Sharma 
President of India 
Ha j Dhavan 
Lalcutta 
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March 13/1993 


I. 5ub t Investigative Inquiry about D isappear ance of_ Netajj Subhng 

Chandra dose. 


Respected Ra st r apa t i j i , 

1997 is the year of Centenary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Dose. 

It is our sacked national duty to know before that, whet really 
happened to the epic hero of our national liberation. 

It was reported by the Tokyo Radio quoting the news 0 f the 
Domoi Agency that Netaji Subhas Chandra uctse died at Taihoku in 
Formosa in an aircrash on 18th Aug 1945. But this report of the 
private news agency was neither officially confirmed by t h e Govt, 
of Japan, nor by any other concerned Govts, of India, JK and USA. 
Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Wavell, the then Viceray of India, didn’t 
accept the Radio report as true. Thus, the riddle about th e report 
of Netaji's death continued to remain unresolved. 

In 1 956 Shah Nawaz Committee was set-up to inqjire into the 
'death report' of Netaji 5ubhas Chandra Bose. The Comm it t ee 1 g report 
was not found satisfactory. In 1971 Mrs. Indira Gandhi had insti- 
tuted an One-man Judicial Commission under justice G.D.Khosla to 
'inquire into disappearance of Netaji 5ubhas Chandra dee e ' • 

Findings of the report of this Commission, as also of the Shah 
Nawaz Committee's, were rejected by the then Prime Minister, 

5hri Mararji Desai. He made a statement about it in Lok 5 a bha on 
3rd Sept 1978. He also suggested an Investigative Inquiry about 
disappearance of Netaji to finalise the sensitive issue of y/hat 
really happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

A representation, thereafter was made to the Govt, of 
Shri V.P. Singh for an Investigative Inquiry. This Govt, agreed 
'to take up the matter'. But it was Govt, of Shri Chs ndrs 5ekhar, 
which informed in writing regarding starting of 'high level 
Investigative Inquiry about disappearance of Netaji 5ubh a s Chandra 
Boa e ' . But before this inquiry could be completed the Govt, of 
Shri Chandra Sekhar resigned, 
i 
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The former President of India, Shi i H . Venk a t raman , took 
8C|^ve interest in this matter. He directly advised 5hri V . P . Singh 
end 5hri Chandra Sekhar to take up the matter in right earnestness. 

before he left his office Shri Venke tra">an j i twice advised uur 
present Prime Minister, Shri P . V . Na ras imha Rao, to finalize the 
is Bue of what really happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

A fresh representation has been made to you, to the present 
Prime Minister, to the Minister of Home Affairs and the Minister 
Tof External Affairs for completing tl Investigative Inquiry that 
was started by the Govt, of Shri Chandra Sekhar. 

An Investigative Inquiry doesn't mean any f urther Public 
Inquiry, but requires findings of documents about the repott of the 
plane crash involving Netaji which are available with the Govts, 
of UK, USA, Taiwan and Russia. 

Immediately after the report of the alleged plane 
crash involving Netaji, the then Viceray of India, Lord 
Wavell; Adml. Mountbatten, Chief of the 5. t. Asian Allied 
Army Command and Genl. Mac Arthur, Lhief of the US Pacific 
Army started three separate and ind^endent inquiries to 
verify the truth about the reported aircrash involving 
5ubhas Chandra Bose on Aug 18, 1945. None of the findings 

of these reports have been published nor either the 5hah 
Nawaz Committee or the Khosla Commission asked for these 
> reports from the Govts, of UK and USA. 

Another independent inquiry to ascertain if any aircra^i had 
taken pJ^ce at Taihoku, with 5ubhas Chandra Bose, on 18 Aug 1945 
was conducted by t £e Mayor ‘of Taipei of Taiwan. This report has 
also not been published nor asked for publication by the Govt, of 
Ind ia . 

Further, according to the intelligence Report of the Govt, of 
Wavell during 1945-46, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose reached Russia 
under the cover of the story of eircrash and was living there with 
an assumed name of Ghilzai Malang. The British document of 
'Transfer of Power, - 1942-47' which was published in 1975, also 
confirmed the report of Netaji's taking asylum in 5ov ie t Russia. 

A letter written by Khurshed Behan, a very trusted disciple 
* of Mahatma Garfthi, to the U5 journalist, Louis Fischer, 

which has been recently found in the archives of USA Princeton 
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^ University positively asserted that §andhiji believed till 

22 nd July 1946 that Netaji Subhas Chandra bose was in 
Soviet Russia. 

The Govt, has been requested to institute en Investigative 
Inquiry to make high level approach to the Govts, of UK, USA and 
Taiwan for availing the above inquiry reports and their findings. 

And also to approach the new Govt, of Russia to reveal all pa pers, 
documents, reports, etc. about Subhas Chandra bose available in 
the files of the KGfcl and in the secret archives of Stalin. 

If these reports of international inquiries are avai- 
lable then it will be possible for the Govt, of India to cone 
to a final decision, whether Netaji 5ubhas Chandra bose 
actually died in the reported aircrash at Taihoku on Aug 18, 

1945 or he managed to escape to Soviet Russia under the 
cover of the story of his aircrash death. 

Such Investigative Inquiry is possible only if a high 
level approach is made to the Govt, of UK, the Gov t, of USA, 

Govt, of Taiwan and the Gov!, of Russia and by our government. 

We hope, you will agree that to finally know what really 

\ 

happened to Netaji Subhas Chandra bose is a great national task for 
India. We, therefore, hope you will advise the Prime Minister to 
undertake a high level Investigative Inquiry for availing foreign 
documents for arriving at a decisive conclusion about the destiny 
of Netaj i . 

II. Sub 1 Celebration of 50th year of Azad Hind Govt. 

We make a further appeal to you to ask the Central Govt, to 
bserve the Golden Jubilee of the Formation of the Provisional Govt, 
f Free India on this year on 21st October of 1 993. Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
waxy took a very patriotic initiative in officially celebrating the 
ilver Jubilee of the Azad Hind Govt, on 21st October I960 in a 
sfitting manner. Today, the message of the National Unity of Netaji's 



* 




nzad Hind Hevolution is an urgent necessity for India to -neet the 
present national crisis facing our country. 

With regards and namaskar, 


Yours sincerely, 
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Dear Prof. Samar Gaha. 

I am In reeelpt of your letter dated the 
30th March* 1993 along with ite enclosnre 
snggeetiog another invest igat ire inquiry abont 
the disappearance of Wetaji Snbhas Chandra Bose. 


t, * 


( r 


With regards* 


Tonrs sincerely, 




<S. 

/ 
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Pr^f . Samar Gaha, Ex.MP* 
f/fi Central Park, 
CALOpTTA. 

. / 

* / 


( S.B. CHAVAW ) 
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Copy along with the letter under reference 
and its enclosure forwarded to £sc( S^for . necessary 
action. 


Addl. P.S. to HomA Minister 
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IMinr.'i 7° ifi* 

?n f i r f i i 3 ? i 


d t . ?.£ . <? . y 3 ) n! «uu t c! j sapper r<’n f ; e 

4 * « gppf arr, t » • r f H I jcnrn of 


5th t» f?r*ncp t * * y n t J. e t t r» x ( 1 1 . J . U o • ] . J f H 1 A / J / 7 J - ! . j . ( D . 1 1 I ) 

f tirtoji Liubhns Lhandrc Hose 5* 

y ' s u x n jfi ’ ' 1 1 ? i v who f? x a m i n h cl the *f» n i t pr f I ■» ' 

t 

it rather cas 'ally without uivini proper attention to it . I am sending 

you avinin a vrrv brief background uf what led to the demand for 

7 i~ff 

^holding nn Invest iua t jve Inquiry about the issue of cJ i sap r e n r ario -» of 
Uetaji bub has Lhnrulm Jos 0 . 

1 . Hie reoort of t fi c 3 fofy Hnciiu which Prinou need the stnry of 

death '» f Helaji bubhas Lhanciro hope at Faihnku on nun Id, 1 :M 5 punting 

the despatch of a private news agency, was riot olficiaJly r on filmed 

either by ihp hnvt . of Japan or by any of the concerned bovts. of 

India , %\K f nr i jA. Mfihst'na band hi and Lord .vavell, the then V ic era, nf 

Indin declined to accept the Hfidifj report as true. 

, . In It 1 bn the hovt. of India constituted Shah (Jawaz Committee for 

inquiring into 'Death 1 of llei.oj j bubhas Lhandro nose. Ibis Lcurmittee 

concl *deb in sirikinyly pxevar icatiny wordings, that IJotuji did* in 

the niurrash at iaihoku on Aik 1M, 19^5. if j t the reoort was not 

acceptable -v the Indian people because it vjos not any judicial inquiry 

but rr rely a cnniD ila t i on of s t o I; enu?n t s of r few Japanese and Indian 

w i cn essay - 
\ 

J. In 19 71, in response to a joint rt ^oiand'im signed by about 
150 members of the Parliament, Mrs. Indira ucnrilii tied set- in an One- 
man Judicial Inquiry L omm i s s i on headed by justice L.U.Kho' I '» to 
'incuire into the disappearances of Hetaj.i bubhas Lhandra nose'. Ibis 


Lommission concluded that Netajj died in the said aircrach. hut 
because of violations of the basic principles of judicial inquiry 
justice Khosla hod to unconditionally apologize once before the 
Lnlcutta High Lourt for making derogatory remarks about Netaji and 
then again before the Speaker of the Lok 5a b ha for breach nf privi- 
lege aqainst the House. Thus, morally and legally the findings nf 
? the Khosla Lamm iss ion had lost its judicial validity. 

4 . In reply to a mu s s i v e debate in L n k 5 n b h a on the it n n o r t erf 
Khosla Lomm iss ion , on 3rd Sept 1973 5hri Morarji Desai, the then 
Prime Minister announced on the floor of the House : 




"Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission held the report of 
yilNetaji 5ubhas Dfiandra dose's death as true. Since then reaso- 
nable doubts have been cast on the correctness reached in the 
two reports and various important contradictions in the testi- 
mony of the witnesses have been not iced. Some further contem- 
porary official documentary records have also become available. 
In the liyht of those doubts and contradictions and those 
records, Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive." 


after rejection .both. Shah Newer Committee and Khosla 
Commission's findings the wt^ole issue of investigation abcut Netaji 



5. The matter of Investigation about Disappearance of Netaji there- 
after, was taken up with the Govt, of Shri V.P.Sinyh which agreed t<» 


'take up the matter'. However, because of the change of the Govt, at 
the tenter the matter was again referred to the Govt, of Shri Chandra 
Sekhar. Tlte then Hresioeivt-^f^^ij^Ora , Shri R • Ve-nka traman, advised both 
Shri Sin^h and Shri Ch^fl| 0 ^,,^kljkBS. 4.0 tkake up ,the matter' 

(Enclosure 1 ). 

6. !$*» Govt. nf ! xa Sekhar alr eady started to set-up a 

n iyii.1 I hjnt tikHimn^ii j nl n il Disappearance of IJetaji. Sub has 

ITS ff A t/S r h e c he nge of th e 

ike Center. The Minister of External Affairs of the Govt. of 

Shri Chandra Sekhar informed me about starting of the Investigative 

** r- 

Inquiry (Enclosure 2). After formation of the Govt, by Shri F.V.Nara-^ 

f * 

simha Rao at the Center a memorandum had been sent to him and the 

Home Minister. T(tf^fce||£j|&|^|i^£ % lhf orm ed 

the matter f#r 

ffl S-tiny t n e in v Il|t f Shx i« Cha i«gr a 

Sekhar (inclosure 3 ) . 

7. Recently a delegation of very distinguished personalities of 

Calcutta met the President Of India, Dr. S.D.Sharma, at Calcutta Raj 

V 

Bhavan urging him for advising the Prime Minister for holding a fresh 
Investigative Inquiry about Netaji. The President responded affirmatively 
to the Memorandum. 

0. ftn »lnv e tft fomriiaa/ »ido aa ,3 1.. «ro e a n » eny««fetCtfctl*B$ Public inquiry, 

kbip^tfi... about the report jrf. the pJane^craak 



Immediately after the report of the alleged plane crash involving 
Netaji, the then Viceray of India, Lord Wavell; Adml. Mountbatten, 
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Lhi f of the 5 . t . Asian Allied Amy Command and Genl. M £i c Arthur, Chief 

BT the U. 5. Pacific Army started three sepaiate>and indqa si dan t inquiries 
-a verify the truth about the reported a ircrash involving 5ubhas Chandra 
Hose on Aug 1 8, 1945. of the findings of these reports have been 

RMbliatlBd nor did the Shah Nawaz Committee or the Khosla Commission ask 
for these reports from the Govts, of UK and USA. 

9. other independent inquiry to ascertain if any aircrash had 
taken place at Taihoku, with 5ubhas Chandra Bose, on 18 Aug 1945 was 
conducted by the Mayer* Sped of Taiwan. Ihis rqi ort has also not 

j}.asp t7 .pjib.li&h 0 <t nor asked by either enquiry for publication by the Govt, 
of India . 

10r Further, (i) according to the Intelligence Report received by 

the Gcvt. of Wavell, during 1 945-46, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose reached 

Russia under the cover of the story of aircrash and was living there 

with an assumed name of .fj^iJLzai Malang. ( i i ) The Brit is h document of 

'Transfer of Power, - 1942-47’ which was published in 1975, also 

sugges^velyconf irmed the report of Netaji’s taking asylum in Soviet 

Russia, (iii) A letter written by Khurshed Behan, a very trusted disciple 

of Mahatma Gandhi, to tha US journalist, Louis Fischer, which has been 

recently found in the archives of USA Princeton University positively 

asserted that Gandhiji believed till 22nd July 1946 that Netaji Subhas 

Bose was in Soviet Russia. Giving briefly the idea about the polit ic.al 

ij situation in India in 1 946 Khurshed Behn wrote to Fisher: 

"...At heart the Indian Army is sympathetic with the Indian 
National Army ( INA of Bose). If Bose comes with the help of 
Russia neither Gandhiji nor Congress will be able to reason 
with the country..." 

11 . The Govt, has bear! requested to institute an Investigative 
Inquiry - to fiovta-. of UK, USA and 

* thc ir s- 

‘ I — h — toqwetl all papefes, 

documents, reports .available in the 

tb» a ecr«*n archive ©i«6talin . 

12. If t hese reports of international inquiries are available then 
it will be possible for the Govt, of India to come to a definite conclu- 
sion, whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose actually died in the reported 


aircrash at Taihoku on Aug 18, 1945 or he managed to escape to Soviet 
Russia under the cover of the cooked up story of his aircrash death. 

Such In v a s t ig a.t^ve >t J t fi qgiry ia possible only if a high level approach 
mada to the Govt t»- of, USA«- tha Govt, of Taiwan and 
tjjB ,uovt ■ tf RusaiB b jMnattffeatiMfffc v ■ at .£h.e Center. 
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We, therefore hope, that you will ask your Ministry to re-open 
and re-examine the whole issue for holding an Investigative Inquiry 
about Disappearance of Netaji to let the country to know what really 
happened to the Maha Kshatrya of our national liberation. 

• Ibis is our aacxsd national duty befoca wa nave to celebrate 
Nstaji's birth lantanac^ 9 in 1|?i* 

With regards and namaskar, 


Shri S.b.Chavan 
Home Minister 
Govt, of India 
New Delhi 1 1 0001 


Yours sincerely. 
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( SAMAR GUHA * 


\ 


Pb: I am also sending a documentary book of mine 'Netaji - Dead or 
Alive ?' on disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra dose alonc- 
with the copy of a recently published booklet. 
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OEPUTY MINISTER 


FQR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

INDIA 


March 2c,. 1991 

^ \ J j 

. 1 : 

U 



Kindly telit 4 Ptb letter* 56th February# 1991 

addressed to Sfiri Devi Lai concerning high level 
investigation. into "secret ^documents" on the 
disappearance liC Netaji Subhash Chandra Eose. 


2. I would Hike to assure you that this Ministry has 
already initiated follow-up action in this regard. We 
are awaiting* results to our enquiries. 


3. We shall * ■ Keep you informed of any further 
developments. 


ft*- 

'Sin! 

& ^ *; 

L||;9l 


with kind regards# 

. :* 

ftSsfeilZ ... 


Prof. Salfta£ 
Ex-Meraher of P 
8/2# Central Par 

calcuttH- 





Yours sincerely# 



(DIGVUAY SINGH) 
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January 29, 1991. 


Dear Professor, 



he a me ,1.o conve y, his thanks to yoirfor 
If If f (1^(1$^’ '^Kf "• vr :>'■* i 1 

21, and to let you know that he had taken up 




the subject with the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister has 
informed the President that the issue will be looked into. 




Z'i-ipy 


h/>4* ALy~& 



Yours sincerely. 



Gopalkrishcfa Gandhi 
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COUNTRY MUST KNOW 
* W WHAT HAPPENED TO NETAJI 

— Samar Guha 
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w COUNTRY MUST KNOW 

WHAT HAPPENED TO NET AM 

What really happened to Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose ? Did he really meet his end in 
an aircrash at Taihoku in Formosa, on August 18, 1945 ? The news of his alleged accidcnl 
Was broadcast not in the form of any official communique either by the civil or the military 
authority of Japan. Japan was not yet occupied by the US Army, - its civil and military authority 
remained in tact. It was the news of the Domai Agency which was broadcast by the Tokyo 
Radio. In its first broadcast, 5 days after the alleged aircrash, it was said that the dead body 
of Subhas Chandra Bose, the Head of the Provisional Government of Free India, was flown 
to Tokyo. But subsequently in another broadcast it was reported that his body was cremated 
in Formose. 

Palpably, the broadcast appeared as nothing but a cooked-up story as it was not sub- 
stantiated by any positive testimonials or documents. Neither Mahatma Gandhi nor Lord 
Wavell, the Viceroy of India at that time, believed this news broadcast as true. Mahatma 
Gandhi along with Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya wired Bose family at Calcutta, ‘Not to 
perform sradh ceremony, but to hold mild prayer.’ Lord Wavell recorded his reaction in his 
‘Diary’, ‘I wonder if the Japanese announcement that Subhas Chandra Bose’s death in an 
aircrash is true. I suspect it very much. It was just what should be given out if he wanted to 
go underground.’ No Government, either of Japan or Wavell nor of the U K. or the USA at 
that time or anytime thereafter officially confirmed the report of death of Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 

GmmiMji believed - ‘Subhas is Alive' 

Gandhiji went on teffing the Indian people that he didn’t believe Nctaji’s death news. 
On 30 Dec 1945 he told os, the Bengal Detenues, most of whom were the colleagues and 
a ssoc ia tes of Nc taji Subhas Chandra Bose, in Dum Dum Jail of Calcutta : if someone shows 
me ashes even then I wffl not believe that Subhas is not alive. He is alive, - hiding somewhere’. 
He spoke in Hindi and remained with us for over an hour. Next day, on January 2nd, 1946, 
he told the press at Contai of Bengal : i believe Nctaji is alive. He is hiding somewhere/ 
Gandhiji repeated his belief many times afterwards. After meeting Col. Habibur Rahman in 
% the Red Fort Cell, who claimed to be the lone Indian who travelled with Nelaji in the same 
plane that allegedly crashed, Gandhiji said ‘Habib I whatever you may tell me to the contrary, 
I still believe Netaji is alive/ Later Gandhi told piessmen : ‘Habibuf Rahman made a soldier’s 
statement to me / 

J ... % i \ * ’ 

Why Gandhiji was so insistant to disbelieve the Japanese report of Nclajr’s ail crash 
death ? Was it because of his 'inner voice’ 1 Many revealing facts came to be known 10 years 
later which positively indicated why Gandhiji said so. In 1991 an American document found 
in the archives of the Princeton University positively revealed why Gandhiji believed that 
‘Subhas is hiding somewhere’. 
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Reaction of the British Government 


What was the further reaction of Lord .Wavcll, India's Viceroy in 1945-46 ? A moi 
after the record of his first reaction he noted again in his ‘Diary’ : ‘According to the Japanese 
of Signapore, Subhas C handra Bose is definitely dead, but I shall be skeptical till further 
confirmation.’ 

After hearing the Japanese broadcast on August 23, 1945, Lord Wavcll immediately sent 
a mixed investigating team of the British and Indian experts to ‘arrest Bose - dead or alive* 
and make a thorough probe into the whole affairs behind the Japanese story of Bose’s death. 

WTiat was the findings of this Wavcll team was not fully reported. But the British Govt, 
of India cryptically leaked out to the press that Bose died in the reported aircrash. However, 
what was the exact view of the Wavell Govt, about Subhas Chandra Bose, was secretly 
despatched to the Attlee Govt, in UK after 67 days of the reported airc^ash by its Home 
Secretary, Mr. R.F.Mudic. It was marked ‘Top Secret’ and (his report was published 30 years 
after in ‘Volume VP of the British document Transfer of Power, 1942-47'. In his Lngthy 
report on Bose Mr. Mudic’s confidential despatch noted intcr-alia as regard the ‘treatment 
of Bose* these were the following possibilities : 

a) Bringing back to India and try him either for waging War or under the Enemy Agent 
Ordinance ; 

b) Have him tried by a Court in Burma or Malay for waging War against the King in 
that country ; 

c) Have him tried by a Military Court outside India ; 

d) Intern him in India ; 

e) Intern him in some other British possessions, e.g., Seychelles islands; 

0 Leave him where he is and not ask for the surrender.’ 

After analyzing all the eventualities about these alternatives the report concluded ‘In 
many ways the easiest course will be to live him where he Is and not ask for his release. Of 
course, he might In certain circumstances be welcomed by the Russians. This course would 
raise fewest immediate political difficulty.’ , 

i * 

Neither the Wavcll Govt, of India nor the Attlee Govt, of U.K., after coming to the above 

conclusion, made any official confirmation about the reported death of Subhas Chandra Bose, 

though he was marked as the enemy number one of their Indian Empire. They deliberately 

kept silent about the report of Subhas Bose’s presence in Russia. 

« 

Pandit Nehru’s Preveriflcation 

I 

Everybody in India in 1945-46 disbelieved the Toyko story of Netaji’s death. Moulana 
Azad, the then President of the Congress declined to make any obituary reference in memory 
of Bose in the first AICC Session held at Bombay on Sept. 23, 1945 after the Quit India 
Movement, saying, ‘The circumstances in which the news of the death of Bose has reached 
us and the sources responsible for announcement don’t make certain that Bose is in fact dead.’ 

^ An American journalist of Chicago Tribune, Alfred Wag, told Pandit Nehru on August 

2 


%> 



29, 1945 in Delhi (hat after the Japanese broadcast Bose was alive and seen 4 days ago in 
Saigon’. On Sept 11. 1945 Nehru himself told API at lhansi, Uke many other people, he did 
not believe the story about the reported death of Suhhas Chandra Bose... I have received a 
^^nber of reports, which have raised me in great doubt and I disbelieve the authenticity of 
the news’; 

r » 

Every patriotic Indian expected that after coming into power on August 15, 1947 Pandit 
Jawahavlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of Free India, would consider it as his fust national 
duty to institute a high level investigation to find out what really happened to Nclaji Suhhas 
Chandra Bose. But he was found contrarily to adopt an unthinkable altitude of deliberate 
refusal to entertain any request for any inquiry about Nctaji. Why after his ow n public stalemcrt 
that he disbelieved the news of Subhas Chandra Bose's death Pandit Nehru made a strange 
volte-face to adopt a completely reversed attitude ? 

The answer to it can be found in the arliclc of a former Editor of the CJujrati daily 
'Janmabhumi* late AmritalaJ Seth, who accompanied Pandit Nehru, when he visited Singapore 
in 1946 as the gue&t of Admiral Mountbatlen. Further evidence came from the text of the 
‘Nehru Oration’ by Mountbatten. Shri Seth informed Sarat Chandra Bose immediately after 
coming back to India from Singapore^ that Mountbatten warned Nehni that, ‘If he played up 
Bose and his INA be will be taking tbe risk of presenting India on a platter to Bose when 
he returned back to India 9 . Yes, Panditji started to instantly comply with the advice of Mountbat- 
ten from Singapor itself. He shockingly cancelled his already agreed programme to place a 
wreath at the spot of the INA Memorial that was demolished by the British Army soon after 
rcoccupation of Singapore. Returning home from Singapore Pandit Nehru was found to shut 
his mouth completely about anything that concerned Netaji and his INA. 

Inquiry by Shah Nawaz Committee 

After coming to power as the Prime Minister of Free India, Pandit Nehru, adopted a 
policy of abject indifference and negligence, nay a covert opposition to everything about Netaji 
and his heroic legends. Pandit Nehru’s worst stance was his stubborn opposition to all requests 
and appeals made in the Parliament and outside for instituting a judicial inquiry about dis- 
appearance of Netaji, For 10 years he turned down all such appeals. But when the citizens 
of Calcutta decided to set up a non-official inquiry committee in 1956 with Dr. Radha Binodc 
Pal, an inlcAationaliy reputed jurist of the eminence of Tokyo Trial as its Chairman, Pandit 
Nehru suddenly announced to form an inquiry committee with Shah Nawaz Khan as its Chair- 
man having no judicial status for the inquiry. But strangely, when even such a ‘ stalcmcnt-col- 
Iccting- committee’ was conducting inquiry, Panditji forestalled the very objective o f ils inquiry 
by making a statement in the Parliament in which be said : ‘I have no doubt todaj of the fact 
of Nft^ji S abbas C hand ra Bose’s death, is, I think settled beyond doubt’. 

How could Shah Nawaz Committee dare to unsettle this ‘Settled fact beyond doubt’ of 
Pandit Nehru ? This inquiry, this, queerly concluded in its findings : ‘At no stage was the 
casket containing the ashes sealed, no formal receipt issued, nor again continuous watch kept 
over it. So, although there cannot be absolute certainty about it, nevertheless, ashes kept in 
the Renkoji temple, Tokyo, are the ashes of Nclaji Subhas Chandra Bose. If ashes are taken 
to be genuine, Renkoji temple cannot be obviously the final resting place.' What an absurd 
findings! Can the issue of death of a man like Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose be confirmed by 
not being ‘absolutely certain’, but by questioning it with ‘if ? 
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Shah Nawaz Committee, however, helped to have access to some very vital documents 

that were kept secret for 10 years after 1947. These documents showed that according to the 
intelligence report, in ad probability, Netaji look shelter in Soviet Russia under the cover of 
a cooked-op story erf* his death. These documents also indicated that Gandhkji and Pandi; 
received a letter from Netaji asking Nehru for making arrangement for his repatriation to 
India, Particular imports of tbe*f documents will be discussed later. But it should be men- 
tioned here that Pandit Nehru suppressed all the vital intelligence reports from the public 
till 1956. 

In 1951 Panditji had sent S A. Ayer, a former Publicity Minister of Nctaji's Azad Hind 
Govt., to Tokyo to secretly contact Col. Tada to ascertain from him the report about Netaji’s 
death. Genl. I sod a and CoL Tada, were attached to the Japanese wartime Military Headquarters 
at Saigon. They were the two high ranking Japanese officers who were deputed to prepare 
and execute the escape-plan of Netaji by Field Marshall Terauchi, highest in command of the 
S.E.Asia JajJ Army. In his confidential report to Nehru, Ayer stated : ‘This time I could gather 
very important inforaatfoa. Col. Tada told me that after the end of the war wbca Japan 
surrendered, Terauchi took ail responsibility to help Netaji and asked hint to go to Kaka 
Bose (His Excellency Bone) and teH him to reach Russian territory — all help will be gjven 
to hhu.’ 

In his statement in Lok Sabha, Panditji mentioned other parts of Ayer’s confidential 
report to him which appeared to lend support to Tokyo broadcast, but this vital part was 
withheld from the House. 

Pandit Nehru’s conscience, however, appeared to prick during the last few month before he 
passed away. Although be repeatedly stated in the Parliament that ‘Netaji’s death was a settled 
fact beyond doubt’ he wrote to Suresh Chandra Bose, an elder brother rtf Netaji on May 13, 1962 
in reply to his letter that *You asked me to send you proof of Neti^l Subhas Chandra Bose’s 
death. I cant send you any precise and direct proof.J Again just about a month before his 
death replying to a letter from Amiya Nath Bose, a nephew of Netaji, Panditji wrote : ‘I agree 
with you that something should be done to finalise the question of Netaji’s death,* Ah ! When 
it was th^time for proper investigation, Nehruji delibarately stalled it ! 

Confusing Japanese Documents 

Japan is the only country which could definitely say or unsay if the report of the plane 
crash was true. Some documents and informat ion placed before the Shah Nawaz Commit tec 
by the Japanese authority revealed a few vital facts : 

Firstly, Japan didn’t officially make any statement either by its civil 
or military authority to confirm the report of plane crash on August 18, 

1945 involving Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Domai News Agency, a private 
body, made it over the Tokyo Radio. Later S. A. Ayer, in course cf his 
. deposition before Shah Nawaz Committee, told that on request from the 

Japanese authority at Tokyo, the text of the broadcast was prepared by 
him and not either by the Japanese Govt, or the Domai News Agency. 

Secondly, the plane which reportedly crashed carried 13/14 pas- 
sengers of which the Pilot, Co-pilot, Radio Engineer, Genl. Shcdci, Netaji, 

— these five persons, who were required to fly to Dairen, reportedly died 
whereas all the other passengers miraculously survived with minor injuries, 
although the plane was reported to have had nose-dived, caught instant 
fire and broke into two parts. Non-Official, Japanese Expert Committee 
contradicted such a report as ‘absurd’. After vertical nose-dive crash of 
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a burning plane from a sufficient altitude such selective suivivals and selec- 
tive killings were unthinkable according to their findings. 

^ Thirdly, Japanese authority produced three - four photographs — 

first one of bandaged Habibur Rahman sitting by the side of a casket, 
second one of an urn reportedly carrying the ashes of Bose and the third 
one of a canvas-covered bundle marked as containing die alleged death 
body of Bose. If the Japanese could take trouble of getting four photographs 
why another photograph of uncovered body of Bose could not be taken 
if such a body existed at all ? An uncovered body of Bose would have 
convinced each and everybody of India and of the Anglo-American Power 
that Bose really died in the aircrash. One such single photograph could 
have settled all doubts and all controversies about the report of Bole's 
death. Japanese authority failed to answer convincingly why they could 
not lakcA photograph of uncovered body of Bose if he really died. 

Fourthly, Japanese Foreign Ministry submitted a cremation certifi- 
cate of Bose issued by the Taihoku Municipality. It was written in Japanese 
script. On rendering this certificate into English it was strangely found 
that it was issued for a Japanese soldier, Ichiro Okura, who died of heart 
failure. Qkura’s age, the cause and date of his death and cremation, — 
nothing tallied with the report of the Tokyo broadcast about ‘Chandra 
Bose.* 

Fifthly, although it was staled that Cicnl. Shedei also died at Taihoku 
on the same date as a result of the aircrash, but his pension certificate 
showed that he died in the warficld. CJenL Shedei was appointed to com- 
mand Japanese Kwantang Army in Manchuria after Russia attacked this 
Jap territory. Japanese could not produce any rccoid of death and crem;>- 
tion certificate of Cicnl. Shedei supporting his death at Taihoku. 

These few Japanese documents left rallvcr indicative clues to infer that the report of 
aircrash was just a cookcd-up story to cover Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose s escape to Russia. 

Futile Khosla Commission 

Though the Indian people didn’t accept the findings of the Shah Nawaz Committee and 
Pandit ji himself also agreed that ‘some thing should be done to finalize the question of No aji’s 
death' - nothing was done by the (Jo\t. till 1*167. In this year about 350 members of Parliament 
belongine to all parties signed a memorandum and submitted it to the Central Govt. utging 
for a fresh judicial inquiry aUmt Nctaji. In no lime before, such a memorandum was ever 
signed by the majority members of the Parliament for submitting to the Govt, for a nati >n >1 
cause. However, it took over two years’ persistent agitation to make the Govt, of !ndia 
to set up on July 11, 1970 a one-man judicial Commission to inquire into disappearance of 
Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 1 A retired Chief Justice of Punjab High C ourt was appointed 
its Chairman. After 4 years of unnecessarily prolonged sittings of the Commission. Justice 
Khosla submitted bh report to the Govt, on June 30, 1074. Khosla Commission’s Repot! 
appeared just as a chimera of a judicial findings, - worse than the findings of the Shah N; waz 
Committee. Mr. Khosla made no effort to search for national and international documents 
connected with thfe Nctaji affairs, made no analysis of the Japanese documents produced 
before the Commission, brushed aside the evidence of the 84 Indian witnesses giving cursory 
attention to them while devoting his attention mainly on the evidence of five Japanese witnesses 
claiming as co- passengers of Nctaji and the fifth one of a doctor, who said to have treated 
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injured Bose. Though none of them could produce any document to verify their identities, 
statements and claims. Mr. Khosla treated them as ‘truthful witnesses* to draw his conclusion 
exclusively on their evidence that Bose died after the reported aircrash. 

Worst still, Mr. Khosla exceeded all his limits in making political commentary in utr 
believably derogatory terms by calling Nctaji a ‘Puppet’, a ‘Pawn*, a ‘Quisling’ of Japan, etc. 
in his report. In his report allcast in 27 places he made outrageous remarks denigrating the 
revolutionary personality of Nctaji. This man, violating all judicial norms, was seen to bring a 
‘present’ for Mrs. Indira Gandhi while returning from Taiwan and write her biography while 
working as the Chairman of the Commission. Further, before his report was placed on the 
table of Lok Sabha he published a book calling it ‘Last Days of Nctaji*. Mr. Khosla was 
severely indicted by the Calcutta High Court for his derogatory remarks about Nctaji. He also 
faced a Privilege Motion in Lok Sabha for violating the terms of the Inquiry Commission. But 
he somehow escaped harsh punishments by offering unconditional apology to the High Court 
and the Speaker of Lok Sabha. Thus, because of his tendentious behaviour of the Chairman 
of the Netaji Inquiry Commission, the judicial and moral basis of his findings were vitiated in 
such a way that its whole objective was completely frustrated. 

Findings Rejected by the Morarji Govt. 

v Because of the sudden imposition of Emergency in June 1975 and arrest of Opposition 
leaders, including the present writer, the report of Khosla Commission was debated in Lok 
Sabha as late as in 1978 after the formation of the Janata Govt. A documentary book, ‘Nctaji 
~ Dead or Alive ?’ written by the writer was released by the then President of India Shri N. 
Sanjeeva Reddy. The long debate and the documentary materials published in the book con- 
vinced a man of very rigid outlook like Shri Morarji Desai, that the two inquiries about Nctaji 
failed to serve the purpose of the investigation. In reply to the debate, Prime Minister, 
Shri Morarji Desai said in a statement in Lok Sabha on Sept 3, 1978 ; 

‘Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission held the report 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death as true. Since then reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness reached in the two reports and 
verious important contradictions in the testimony of the witnesses have 
been noticed. Some further contemporary official documentary records 
have also become available. In the light of those doubts and contradictions 
and those records, Government find it difficult to accept that the earlier 
conclusions arc decisive.* 

It was very vital statement. Mrs. Indira Gandhi discarded the findings of the Shah Nawaz 
Committee while instituting Khosla Commission in 1970. And now in 1978 Shri Morarji Desaf 
rejected the findings of both the inquiries to reopen the issue of disappearance of Nctaji. It 
now, consequently, devolved on the Morarji Govt, to find out, - then, what really happened 
to Nctaji ? Morarjibhai suggested an ‘Investigative Inquiry’ in an cfforl to resolve the Nctaji 
issue as he felt that after so many years any further judicial inquiry would not serve the main 
purpose. But before his suggestion could be materialized the Janata Govt. fell. 

Decision of Investigative Inquiry by the Chandra Sekhar Govt. 

The whole Issue of renewal of Netaji inquiry remained muted for about 10 years. After 
formation of the Jahata Dal Govt, the issue was taken up with the Govt, of Shri V.P.Singh, who 
asked his Minister of External Affairs, Shri I.K Gujral to ‘look Into the matter’. But before any 
step could be taken, V.P.Singh Govt, had to quit. The matter was again taken up with the Govt, 
of Shri Chandra Sekhar. In both these moves the President of India, Shri 
R.Venkatammnii very patriotically extended his moral support to the cause behind the inquiry. 
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In fact, he took initiative to ask both Shri V.P.Singh and Shri C handra Sekhar to fulfil 
the national duty to find out what really happened to Netaji. In a letter on May 29, 1992, "t he 
President assured that he will again pursue the matter of Investigative inquiry about duap- 
JBarancc of Netaji with the present Prime Minister, Shri P.V.Narasimha Rao. His letter : 


PRESIDENT 
REPUBLIC OF INDIA 

New Delhi, 
May 29, 1992. 

Dear Shri Samar Guha, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated May 27. I shall pursue the 
matter with the P.M. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
R.VENKATARAMAN 

Prof. Samar Guha, 

8/2, Central Park, 

Calcutta - 700032. 


Finally, On March 26, 1991 the Deputy Minister of External Affairs informed the writer 
in a letter ; ‘The Ministry has initiated a High Level Investigation into the secret documents 
on disappearance of Netaji Subhas C handra Bose. We arc awaiting results of our inquiry. We 
shall keep you informed about any further development/ His letter : 

DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 

No.489/DM/91 


March 26, 1991. 

Dear Prof. Samarjee, 

1. Kindly refer to your letter of 26th February, 1991 addressed to Shri 
Devi Lai concerning high level investigation into “secret documents” on 
the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

§ 2. I would like to assure you that this Ministry has already initiated 

follow-up action in this regard. We are awaiting results to our enquiries. 
3. We shall keep you informed of any further developments. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


Prof. Samar Guha, 
Ex-Member of Parliament, 
8/2, Central Park, . . • 

CALC UTTA - 700032, 


(DIGVIJAY SINGH) 
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Rut because of resignation of Chandra Sekhar Govt. thK laudable decision about the 
Investigative Inquiry remained hanging in unce rtainty. 

A National Task for Shri P.V, Narasimha Kao » 

It apj>ears that the present Prime Minister, Shri P.V. Narasimha Ran has not been posted 
with all facts about the rejection of the findings of the Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla 
Commission and the subsequent decision of ihe Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute an "Inves- 
tigative Inquiry’ about the issue of disappearance of Netaji. Otherwise the Govt, would not 
have used the word ‘Posthumously’ while announcing Bharat Ratna for Netaji. Now, it is a 
legal, moral and sacred patriotic task for Narasimha Ran Govt, to effectively work-out the 
decision of the Chandra Sekhar Govt, to institute a ‘High level Investigative Inquiry about 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’ and to ‘finalize’, to quote Pand t Nehiu, the 
poigncnl issue that remained hanging about the fate of the epic hero of the lndi;n liberation. 

An Investigative Inquiry, - Why ? 

Why an Investigative Inquiry instead of another public inquiry about Netaji ? Only four 
Japanese, - the Chief of the Staff of the Japanese Army of the Tokyo Headquarters, Field 
Marshall Terauchi of S.E.Asia Japanese Command at Saigon, Gcnl. Isoda. the Chief of the 
Hikari-Kikan and Col. Tada, a trusted officer of Tcrauchi's Headquarter,. yyeic the four key 
figures, who programmed and executed the escape-plan of Netaji to convey him to Russian 
territory of Siberia across the Manchurian border. All these principal persons arc now dead. 
Political situation in Japan has now changed so much, that few people of its administration 
after 47 years can l>e expected to recollect the episode of the political move around the 
movement of Subhas Chandra Bose after fall of Japan. 

Now mainly the Secret documents, reports, informations and findings of various inquiries 
that are likely to be available in the archives of Japan, UK, USA, Taiwan and most importantly 
of former the USSR, now the Russian Federation, can provide positive facts about what 
really happened to Netaji. 

Soon after the report of the aircrash involving Netaji, the Wavcll Govt, of India, Adinl. 
Mountbatten of S.E.Asia Allied Command and Gcnl. Mac Arthur of the U.S. Pacific Army - 
instituted three ‘immediate inquiry* separately to verify the truth about the alleged aircrash 
death of Subhas Chandra Bose. Aftc r rcoccupalion of Formosa (now Taiwan), on orders from 
Gcnl. Chiang-Kai-Shek, the Mayor of Taipei also conducted an inquiry to verify whether any 
air accident took place at Taipei (Taihoku) airport on August 18, 1945. And if so, whether 
Subhas Chandra Bose was in it. 

None of the reports of these inquiries or their findings have been published. Only Wavcll 
Govt, non-officially Icakcd-out to the press that its inquiry found that the report of aircrash death 
of Subhas Chandra Bose was correct. However, this was only for the consumption of the Indian 
public. Neither the Govt, of Wavcll nor Mountbatten nor the Govt, of U.K. at an) lime officially 
confirmed Nclaji’s death. What the Wavcll Govt, came to know after ils investigation was secretly 
communicated to the U.K. Govt, in the form of Top Secret’ despatch by R.F.Mudic, the Home 
Member of the Viceroy which has already been quoted earlier. This report ini or mod Attlee Govt, 
that under the cover of the story of his death Bose took asylum in Russia. 

Mountbatten's Inquiry Report 

Mobnt bat ten's inquiry report was never published, nor ils findings were made known. A 
few pages of Mountbatten's Diary were given to the Shah Nawaz Committee in which it was 

8 





found that the British Investigation Officer observed : ' it appears that the whole thing 

is suspicious.... The description of the funeral is more suspicious.... Perhaps the aircrash 

cooked-up at Taihoku. Possibly after that Bose escaped somewhere.* 

In 1978 the than Indian High Commissioner in U.K., Shri N.G.Goray, wrote to Lord 
Mounthattcn : i would like to refer particularly to pages 137, 138 and 139 of Volume VI (of 
the Transfer of Power, 1942*47)’ : that the Govt, of India knew that Shri Bose was alive and 
they were discussing how he should he dealt with. As you took over from Lord Wavcll it will 
not be wrong to presume that you must have come to know every detail about the incident.’ 

Mountbatten very much knew the outcome of the inquiry which he himself ordered as 
the S.E.Asia Allied Command. And further as being a Viceroy of India, succeeding Lord 
Wavcll, he had many reports about Nrtaji in possession of his Govt, fie was keenly interested 
about Bose as he warned Pandit Nehru at Singapore in early 1946 ‘not to play-up Bose and 
his INA\ as the believed that Bose was alive. But Lord Mountbatten preferred to evasively 
reply to Goray March 10, 1978 : 4 ... there was no official record of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s death In his archives.* Look ! how truthfully behaved the 'Admiral of the Flest. Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma, KG, PC, GCB, OM, GCSI, GCIE, GCVO, DSO, FRS, Braodlands, 
Romscy, Hampshire 905 9 D. P 

However, evasive though he tried to be in his reply to Shri Goray - one thing be did 
truthfully that he didn’t confirm Bose’s death. 

The British Global Military Intelligence of the War days, briefly called CSD1C, deputed 
B.C.Chakraborty, an Indian senior officer, to interrogate Col. Habibur Rahman. Chakrnborty 
told Khosla Commission : ‘After analysing all the reports that were in hands at the time with 
the CSDIC, it was obvious that Col. Habibur Rahman told lies and the Japanese Govt . concealed 
facts. Their reply was nothing other than a product of conspiracy regarding the movement of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose on August 18. 1945 : None of them (the British Military Intellig ence 
or the U.S.) believed that the information about Netaji’s death could be correct’. 

It is interesting to note that according to the evidence of Mir Chandani and B.C.Mallik, 
two former Chiefs of the Indian Intelligence, they told Khosla Commission that the Govt, of 
U.K. and the Govt, of India that pursued all the reports about Bose are still in possession of 
Govt, of U.K. besides the reports of Mountbatten’s inquiry which, according to their policy 
decision, will be published after 100 years of ‘The Transfer of Power’. 

Probe by Genl. Mac Arthur 

The investigation report of Genl. Mac Arthur’s team was very vital because the U.S. ’cam 
reached Tokyo and Formosc (Taiwan) much earlier than the British team. This U.S. team 
examined all the concerned Japanese officer at Tokyo and Taihoku and repeatedly interrogated 
Col. Habibur Rahman. But nothing has been published so far about Mac Arthur’s inquiry. 

However, some facts were indirectly known about this report. At the time of Tt I Tnal 
after the War, Genl. Tojo, Genl. Fujiyama and other highest war-time Jap leaders, vho were 
facing trial, were found to stand’up and bow down their heads very reverentially when Chi ndra 
Bose’s name was mentioned during the session of the Tokyo Trial. The U.S. jurists of the 
Trial being curiously intrigued by the performance of the civil and military Jap leaders of the 
war-days asked their Indian colleague. Dr. Radha Vinod Pal, why the Japanese behaved in 
that way when the name of Subhas Chandra Bose was mentioned ? They were told that it 
was the Japanese tradition of showing respect to the man whom they held in highest esteem. 
The U.S. jurist told Dr. Pal that ‘what they know about U.S. inquiry, Subhas Chandra Bose 
didn’t die in the alleged aircrash, - he escaped’. This information was given. to the press by 
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Dr Pal after returning to India Uplill now the U.S. Govt, have not mentioned anything about 
the report and the findings of the Mac Arthur's inquiry. 

Investigation by Taipei Mayor v 

The Mayor of Taipei (Taihoku) of Taiwan (Formosa) soon after Chinese rcoccupation 
of Formosa about a month after fall of Japan made an inquiry to verify the report of Bose’s 
death in an aircrash at the Taipei airfield. The President of the Nationalist China, Gcnl. 
Chiang- Kai- Shek had very friendly relation with Subhas Chandra Bose in pre-war days. 
According to the report of H.V.Kamath, Prokash Vir Shastri and Mulka Govind Reddy — 
all former members of Parliament, who visited Taiwan on invitation by an unofficial organisation 
there, - the Mayor of Taipei told them that their inquiry could not verify the report of any 
aircrash at Taipei on August 18, 1945 involving Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Taihoku airfield was the place of occurrance of the reported aircrash. But Pandit Nehru 
didn’t allow Shah Nawaz Committee to visit Taipei (Taihoku). However, Khosla Commission was 
allowed to visit this city, but Mr. Khosla refused to write to the Govt, of Taiwan to give him a 
copy of the Taipei Mayor’s inquiry report on diplomatic plea, although the Taiwan Govt, was 
willing to respond to Indian request. The matter later was raised in Lok Sabha, when the then 
Minister of External Affairs, Sardar Swaran Singh, denied if any such instruction was sent to 
Khosla. This report of the Mayor of Taipei is still available in the archives of the Taiwan Govt. 

Habibur Rahman’s Story 

Col. Habibur Rahman stuck to his story of Netaji’s death although he could convince 
neither the British, nor the American investigating team, nor any of his INA colleagues. After 
interrogation of Habibur Rahman by (he British team it observed: ‘Habibur Rahman is 
unwilling to come out with truth*. Everybody took his version as that of a soldier’s statement 
in defence of the escape-plan of his master. 

Habibur Rahman showed a rectangular watch with a burnt band saying that Nctaji had 
it in his wrist when he was engulfed in the burning flame after the aircrash. Bu r it was known 
to every INA personnel that Netaji always used a round shaped wrist watcli and not any 
rectangular one. When Bhulabhai Desai, the Chief of the INA Defence Council asked Habibur 
Rahman to open the Watch, it was found that the oil inside the watch remained intact without 
forming any clot, although Habibur Rahman claimed that it was almost consumed in flame at 
the time of aircrash. Shri Desai indicatively smiled and returned the watch to Rahman without 
any comment. 

While describing all about the aircrash, Habibur Rahman used to say that when the plane 
crashed he was wearing an wollen jumper, whereas Netaji had a Khaki suit on his body. When 
he was asked how was it that not a single thread of his wollen jumper was burnt but Nctaji’s 
less inflammable Khaki suit was ‘horribly’ caught in fire ? Habibur fumbled to answer this 
searching question. 

Again, he said that he made frantic effort with both his hands to put out the flame all 
around Netaji’s body after the aircrash. But when he was asked how could it happen that the 
palms of his two hands bore no burnt marks whereas the dorsal of his two hands showed 
some hazy marks, which in all probability could be of acid-burn? He looked vacant and at- 
tempted no explanation. 

In 1947 before he moved to Pakistan, Habibur Rahman lived with his father-in-law who 
was the ‘Prime Minister* of the Princely State of Alwar. He confessed to Mr. Khemchand the 
ICS Secretary to the Alwar Prime Minister that Netaji’s death-story was nothing but cooked-up. 


In 1956 Habibur Rahman came to Delhi from Pakistan to appear before llu* Shah Nawaz 
Committee. However, a few days before his departure for Delhi the ‘Civil and Military ( iazcltc’ 

« f Lahore published a news that Habibur Rahman told this paper that Netaji didn't die in 
re afrerash. This report was published in 'East Pakistan' dailies also. But he declined to 
contradict it. Habibur Rahman refused to appear before Khosla Commission to avoid cross 
examination by the judicial commission. Before non-judicial Shah Nawaz Committee he sub- 
mitted just a written statement. 

In 1966 when a Japanese biographer of Nclaji, Mr. Hayashida, met Habibur in Ra .valpindi, 
he repeated nothing than the same story of Nctaji’s death but added : ‘Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was the greatest revolutionary that the Indian Subcontinent produced in the present 

century Many in Bharat still believe that he is still alive and will turn up someday. How 

we wish he had come back alive ! The flame of freedom lit by him is still burning and will 
continue to inspire the freedom fighters all over the world for all times to come/ Oh ! how 
Habibur Rahman failed to hold back the truthful impulse of his inner conscience in some 
sensitive moment ! 

Internal Documents, ‘Missing or Destroyed 9 

Nehru Govt, got in its possession all the secret reports of the Govt, of Waved and 
Mountbalten after the Transfer of Power’. Panditji was also known to maintain a social file 
about Netaji. But Nehru Govt, placed only a few documents before the Shah Nawaz Committee 
and Indira Govt, also supplied almost the same package of files again for the scrutiny of the 
Khosla Commission. These documents included a few pages of Mountbatten’s Diary, some 
parts of Figgis Report and a small part of the report of CSDIC. Some irrelevant papers were 
also sent to the Commission. However, inside the package of these official documents a very 
intriguing official note was found enlisting some 40 secret files about Netaji marked as ‘Either 
Missing’ or ‘Papers Destroyed’ ? Pandit Nehru’s personal and other official files regarding 
the issue of Netaji were kept by Md. Yunus. ‘Papers destroyed’ were about 15. ‘Notes destroyed’ 
were about 12. ‘Prime Minister’s Secretariate File ‘missing or destroyed’ included - (i) Inves- 
tigation into circumstances leading to the death of Subhas Chandra Bose, (ii) ‘Indian National 
Army (INA) in the Far East*, and (iii) ‘INA Treasure’. These files were cither deliberately 
destroyed or intentionally withheld. Mr. Khosla dared not to ask the Govt, why these valuable 
secret files were either ‘destroyed or missing’ and what were the contents of these files? 

Netaji’s Destination was Russia 

It has been established from all documents and evidences that Netaji’s destination after 
fall of Japan was Russia. Four days before the surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945 a special 
messanger from the Imperial headquarter of Tokyo, Mr. Negishi, rushed to Seramban in Malay 
to handover a confidential message from the highest Japanese authority. It showed in what 
respect the Japanese held Netaji. This confidential message urged Netaji to Immediately move 
to Saigon to fly out of the S.E.Asia zone without any delay. However, instead of accompanying 
Mr. Negishi, Netaji rushed to Singapore, the Hd. Qrt. of Azad Hind Govt, and held an emergent 
meeting of hi$ Cabinet to decide the future course of the Azad Hind Govt, and the INA in 
the event of Japanese surrender. Netaji proposed to surrender to the British Army at Singapore. 
But his Cabinet unanimously decided that Netaji should make every effort to cross into Soviet 
Russia, whereas the Cabinet Ministers and the INA would surrender to the British Army at 
Singapore. After arguing with his Cabinet Ministers, Netaji finally agreed to bow-down to 
honour the wishes of his Cabinet. On 14th August Netaji attended a cultural function of the 
Jhansi Regiment without disclosing what was going to happen next day. 
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As Netaji was delaying to reach Saigon, on August 12, Genl. (soda, the Chief of the 
Hikari Kikan and Mr. Hachia, Jap Ambassador to the Azad Hind Govt, rushed to Singapore. 
On 13th August another messanger from Tokyo, Col. Sakai, reached Singapore to pursuadc 
Netaji to leave the area without any further delay. Netaji had several secret meetings with 
Col. Sakai and in one such meeting Col. Habibur Rahman was called in and directed by Netaji 
to hand over the charge of his office to Mj. Gcnl. M.Z.Kiani, who was given overall authority 
by Netaji to surrender to the British Army, separately from the Japanese, on behalf of the 
Azad Hind Govt, and its INA. 

Netaji reached Bangkok on Aug 16, along with Genl Isoda, Hachia, Negeshi, Col. Sakai, 
Col. Habibur Rahman, SA^\yer, Debnath Das, Pritam Singh, Mj. Hasan, Col. Gulgara Singh 
and others. At Bangkok, Netaji had several secret conclaves with Gcnl. Isoda and Col. Tada 
who were specially deputed by Field Marshall Terauchi to finalise Netaji’s cscapc-pl in. Again 
at Bangkok also Col. Habibur Rahman was exclusively called in by Netaji in one of such 
meetings. None else of the INA was asked to attend the secret conclaves. Next day on 17th 
August a plane took off at about 5 p.m. from Saigon carrying Netaji, Habibur Rahman, Gcnl. 
Shedei and few other Japanese Officers. The plane had an overnight hop at Touranc in North 
Vietnam. 

What was the destination of Netaji ? Except Col. Habibur Rahman who made every 
effort to conceal all facts about the fateful movement of Netaji, on August 18, 1945, all other 
important Japanese witnesses like Genl. Isoda, Hachia, Negeshi and Col. Tada and all the 
Ministers of the Azad Hind Govt, and the important INA Officers categorically told the Khosla 
Commission that Netaji’s plan was to go to Russia via Dairen. 

Genl. Isoda and Col. Tada of FM Terauchi’s HQ of Saigon were entrusted by the supreme 
Japanese command to prepare and execute Netaji’s escape plan to convey him safely to Russian 
Siberia. Genl. Isoda unreservedly told Khosla Commission: ‘The purpose of Netaji’s plan 
was to go to Soviet Union,*.. He was going to Russia via Saigon.... There was no plan to stay 
at Saigon, ‘(ienl. (soda’s Statement was much earlier corroborated by Col. Tada in a secret 
communication to SAAyer when Pandit Nehru unannouncedly sent him to meet Col. Tada 
in 1951. In his 'confidential note’ to Nehru, Ayer wrote: ‘Col. Tada told me that it was arranged 
that Subhas Chandra Bose will fly in a plane in which Genl. Shedei was going. Genl. Shedei 
will look after Subhas Chandra Bose tipto Dairen (in Manchuria) and thereafter he would 
Tall back on his own resources to contact Russian. Japanese would announce to the world 
that Bose had disappeared from Dairen. That would absolve them or all responsibility in the 
eyes oF the Allied powers . After arrival of Col. Sakai from Tokyo It was found that Terauchi’ s 
plan coincided with the plan of the Tokyo Imperial Headquarters. Col. Tada further disclosed 
to Ayer that The Japanese HQ had planned to make a False announcement oF Netaji’s 
desappearance.’ 

Col. Tada’s disclosure showed that both the Imperial HQ and the HQ of Terauchi at 
Saigon planned to fly Netaji to Dairen with Genl. Shedei from where Gen. Shedei was to 
escort Netaji up to Siberia across the Manchurian border. To .execute this plan five days were 
required and that was wby although ihe plane was repotted as have had crashed on August 
18, the socalled death news of Netaji was broadcast on August 23. 

Khosla Commission was told by all the Cabinet Ministers of the Azad Hind Govt, that 
Netaji maintained a special liaison with Jackob Malik, the war-time Russian Ambassador at 
Tokyo, 
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Thai Ncliiji readied Moscow has also been verified by several reports of the British 
intelligence sent to the WavcJI Govt. in late 1945 and in early 1946. These informal iom, which 
the (itnl of Nehru didn't disclose in 1946 came before flic Shah Nawaz Committee in 1956 
Ulonpwith the Govi. papers submitted before it. One of these reports $ays # -« There is a secret 
repot! which says Nehru received a letter from Bose saving that lie was in Russia and that 
lie wanted In escape to India. This information alleges that Gandhiji and Sarat Hose are 
those who were aware of this. It is prohabl} that a letter arrived about the time Gandhiji 
made his public statement/ 

In another intelligence report it was stated that ‘Bose’ was in Russia. Assuming the 
name of Ghilziii Malang (It is known that Netaji was a past-master in assuming false 

names). In the third intelligent report it was said ‘ In Dec 1945 a report said that 

Russian Ambassador in Kabul informed that Bose was in Moscow’. In a report received 
from Tehran stated that MaradofT, the Russian Vice-Consul General, disclosed in March 
(1946) that Bose is in Russia \ 

• The British intelligence pursued this reports for further probe and submitted them to 
the Govt, of WavcII. These reports were said to be, as communicated to Khosla Commission, 
‘cither missing or destroyed*. 

Sliri Shyamlal Jain of Meerut, who was a steno of Mr. Asaf Ali, the then Secretary of 
the INA Defence Council, told Khosla Commission that he was asked by Pandit Nehru on 
Dec 26^27, 1945 in the residence of Mr. Asaf Ali to make four copies of a note which read: 

Bose arrived today, August 24, 1945, at Dairen at 130 afternoon alongwith Genl. Shedei, 
proceeded towards Russian territory, the Jeep returned after about 3 hours Pandit Nehru 
sent a copy of this letter to the U.K. Prime Minister, Mr. Attlee, asking him how Russia, 
their War- time ally, could provide shelter to Bose. This letter to Mr. Attlee was also typed 
by Sfiyamlal Jain. It appears unthinkable that Panditji could write such a letter to Attlee. 
Rut neither the Govt, nor Mr. Khosla challenged the statement of Shyamlal Jain. 

Most positive and authentic information came from the source of the British Govt, in 
their documents Transfer of Power - 1942- 47 published in 1975. It has already liecn mertioned 
earlier that the British Govt, had the information that Netaji reached Russia and but preferred 
to remain silcnt^ibout this report. 

Many other indirect hints came about Nclaji’s presence in Russia. On reaching India 
after serving in Moscow as India*s first Ambassador, Mrs. Vijaylakshmi Pandit, made a startling 
statement at Bombay on her coming back to India. But after reaching Delhi she shut her 
mouth completely. Khosla Commission asked her, sending a formal letter, if she knew that 
Netaji was in Russia. She declined to appear before the Commission sending a strange reply: 
‘1 have not met Sttbhas Chandra Bose after 1940’. Mr. Khosla didn’t dare to summon her for 
cross examination. 

TTie second Ambassador to Moscow’ Dr. SarvupaHi Rudhakrishnan confided his very 
close Calcutta friend Dr. Saroj Ray, an eminent philosopher of Calcutta University that lie 
came tft know (hat ‘Subhas Bose is in captivity in Stalin’s Russia.’ This informati m was 
communicated to Sliri Morarji Desai by the great historian Dr. R.C.Majumdar, an intimate 
friend of Dr. Saroj Roy. 

Netaji in Russia - Two Revealing Reports 

However, Insides this indirect information, a revealing report came from a Bharat Heavy 
Engineering Corpn. Engineer, Shri A.Sarkar, now residing at Calcutta, who was sent to Russia 
three times by the Corporation for training in manufacture of heavy machineries. Sarkar learnt 
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Russian quite well. He came in contact with a Gcrman-Jcw, B. A. Zerobin, who was Deputy 
Chief of a Machine Building Plant (Machinostlroitelinizevod) at Gorlovska near the city of 
Docncsk. Mr. Zerobin told Sarkar that while he was in a Siberian Re -orientation Camp after 
being captured in Berlin, he surprisingly met Bose in the Camp. It was in 1961. Zerobin 
claimed that he saw Bose earlier in Berlin during the days of War. According to Zerobin, 
one day Bose was brought to the Re-orientation Camp in a car accompanied by two Mongolian 
guards, one acting as his interpreter. Zerobin rushed to Bose exclaiming: ‘Sir, I met you in 
Berlin V Bose replied, ‘Quite likely’. Bose asked Zerobin, ‘What arc you doing here ? Zerobin 
: i don't know what for*. Zerobin again asked Bose : ‘What is your programme, Sir ? Arc 
you going back to India ?* Bose replied: ‘Expeclcd to be soon’. Bose and Zerobin were talking 
in German. The Mongolian interpreter intervened and said, ‘Not allowed’. Zerobin said that 
he saw Bose in the Re-orientation Camp only on Iwo occasions. 

Zerobin worned Sarkar that if he divulged anything about Bose in Russia it would cost 
lives of both, - of Zerobin and Sarkar too. Notwithstanding Zerobin’s warning Sarkar tried to 
contact Indian Embassy at Moscow. But he was sternly warned by one of I he Secretary to 
shut his mouth about the matter. Frightened Sarkar remained muted for years. 

After Glasnost and Perestroika when liberal winds began to blow in Russia, a former 
Chairman of the Lok Sabha Privilege Committee (present writer) wrote a long letter to Mr. 
Mikhail Gorbachev, giving all available facts about the reports of Netaji’s going to Russia after 
the fall of Japan. This letter was separately forward to Gorbachev by the two former Presidents 
of India, Shri N.Sanjeeva Reddy and Shri Gyani Jail Singh with their own comments. Shri S. 
Nijalingappa, the former oldest President of the Congress, also sent another letter to the 
Russian leader. But all these letters remained unacknowledged and unreplied. 

L/test positive confirmation about Netaji’s presence in Russia in 1946 came from a document 
found in the archives of the Princeton University of USA in 1990. It is the copy of the letter 
written on 22nd July 1946 by Khurshed Behn to the eminent American journalist Louis Fischer, 
who came in close contact with Mahatma Gandhi. Giving briefly the idea al>out (he political 
situation in India in 1946 Khurshed Behn wrote to Fischer ‘At heart the Indian Army is sym- 
pathetic with the Indian National Army (INA of Bose). If Bose comes with the help of Russia 
neither Gandhiji nor Congress will be able to reason with the country. Also (if) Russia for 
propaganda purposes declares itself an Asiatic country, then there is no hope of an European 
alliance acceptable to India.’ This letter was written to Louis Fischer as he had acce ss to 
the USA President. y 

It was a hand written letter as it was very confidential. Khurshed Behn was a very trusted 
desciple of Mahatma Gandhi and lived with him in his Wardha Ashram. It was obvious that 
Khurshed Behn really wrote the letter to Louis Fischer being dictated by Gandhiji. 

Khurshed Behn never moved an inch without the hint from the Mahatma. This letter 
provided a definite affirmation why Gandhiji made repeated statements in 1946 telling the 
Indian people that he believed ‘Nctaji is alive and hiding some where/ 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru knew all these facts about Netaji’s taking shehci in Russia. But he 
did nothing to contact Stalin of his successor Russian leaders lo enquire about Nctaji and arrange 
for his repatriation to his motherland. Rather after getting into power in Delhi Pandit Nehru was 
seen to adopt an attitude of stoic silence regarding anything about Nelaji. Regrettably, no other 
Indian Govt, after Nehru also made any efforts lo contact Ihc Govt, of USSR lo ascertain all facts 
published about Netaji’s taking shelter in that country. 
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Now an Unfulfilled National Duty for Shri Narasimha Rao 

Mr. Clement Attlee who piloted the Indian Independence Bill in the House of Common 
Hamc to visit India as a private citizen in mid-fifty. He was asked at Calcutta Raj Bhavan by 
the then acting Governor of West Bengal, Justice Phani Bhusan Chakraborty : ‘Mr. Attlee, 
why did yon quit India so precipitously after winning the Great War ?\ Prompt was the reply 
from the former Prime Minister of Britain : ‘Because of the activities of Subh?s Chandra 
Bose.’ Yes, our Sub-continent which is now called India, Pakistan and Bangladesh got inde- 
pendence in 1947 because of the irresistible thrust of the revolutionary legends of Nctaji Subhas 
Chandra Bo^; and his INA. After the last Great War when the Saga of the A/ad Hind Revolu- 
tion raised a volcanic upsurge of militant patriotism that shook the very foundation of British 
Raj in India every Indian leader, except Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahammad Ali Jinnah. 
was seen to vie with one another in showaring their eloquent homages on Nctaji. But after 
India attained freedom nothing was done to acknowledge our national gratitude to the greatest 
national hero of our independence. Nay, no effective move was made to find out what really 
happened to him. 

After 10 years of persistant agitations Pandit Nehru formed Shah Nawaz Committee 'to 
enquire into 'death of Nctaji*. The Committee produced a report which the Indian people 
refu'sed to accept. Again in 1%7 more than 350 Members of Parliament launched a fresh 
agitation for instituting a judicial inquiry into NclajPs disappearance. After more than 2 year's 
continuous agitation the Govt of Indira Gandhi instituted ‘A one-man Judicial Commission 
to inquire into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.* But the whole inquiry was 
vitiated by the tendentious motivation of its Chairman, Justice Khosla for which he had to 
unconditionally apoli/cd once before the Calcutta High Court and then again before Lok 
Sabha. On Sept 3, 1978 Morarji Desai, the then Prime Minister rejected the findings of both 
Shah Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission. As the issue of the inquiry about Nctaji was 
reopened by the Govt., Shri Morarji Desai suggested an investigative Inquiry' to finalise the 
matter of the Nctaji-inquiry. But no move could be made as his Govt, fell in 1979. 

Again the pending issue of the proposed Investigative Inquiry about Netaji was taken up 
by the successive Govts, of Shri V.P.Singh and Shri Chandra Sekhar. It was because of the 
patriotic and moral intervention of the President of India, Shri R.Vcnkataraman, Chandra 
Sekhar Govt, announced on March 1991; ‘starting of a High Level Investigative Inquiry about 
Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose into the documents available with Govts, of 
UK, USA, USSR, Japan and others’. But this move also got bogged because of icsignation 
of the Chandra Sekhar Govt. 

All hopes now rests with the willingness and the initiative of the veteran Freedom Fighter, 
Shri Narasimha Rao. Will India's present Prime Minister fulfil the objective of the Inves- 
tigative Inquiry about Netigi as has already been decided by his predecessor Govt. ? If he 
feels it as our patriotic task to fulfil our unfulfilled national duty to Netaji, then his Govt 
will have to make a sincere and serious move to execute this investigation in a proper manner. 

Firstly, the Prime Minister of India would have to write to all the Govts, of UK, USA 
and Taiwan for making available the reports of the inquiries already made by them long before 
about Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose of Incite. 



15 


Secondly, ihe Govt, should write to the Japanese Govt, to provide all documents connected 
with the reports of the aircrash at Tnihoku (Taipei) allegedly involving Net iji 

Thirdly, which is most vital, the Prime Minister of India should approach the new Russian 
Govt.^and its sister’s States to let India know what KGB know about Nclnji’s taking shelter 
in the former USSR. Now a new wind of freedom and liberalism is blowing in Russia and if 
our Govt, in such radically changed milieu take up the issue in all earnestness with the present 
Russian Govt, there is no reason why the present Govt, of Russia will not conic nut with all 
facts about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose that were and arc still locked in the KGB files Stalin's 
achieves and other quarters. 

In 1946 the Govt, of Communist China also featured in various news relating to Netaji. 
The Govt, of India should also approach the Communist regime of China to find out if they 
have any facts with them about Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Lastly, the Govt, of India should make a thorough search to find out from their nun 
official files and archives what were those ‘top secret files' which were reported as ‘either 
missing or destroyed'. What were the contents of these files should be carefully inquired into 
and all efforts should Ik; made to trace Pandit Nehru's special files about Netaji and the other 
files left behind by the Govt, of Waved and Mountbatten at the time of Transfer of Power. 

The INA treasure that have been kept in the Delhi National Museum, — all about its 
sources, who brought them, how they were collected, — all facts should be inquired into. 

Efforts should also be made to contact the family of Col. Habibur Rahman, who died 
two years back, to ascertain if he left any document, diary or any note about Netaji. 

About 50 years after the last Great War there is no reason to believe that the Allied 
Powers’ past political prejudices against Subhas Chandra Bose will stand any more in the way 
of their cooperation with the proposed Investigative Inquiry. For Russia, it is the most opportune 
moment when a Friendly move by the Govt, of India is likely to succeed to convince the Russian 
Govt, to give out all facts, reports, documents and information about Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s taking shelter in Russia that arc in possession or were in possession of the former 
KGB and other Russian secret sources. 

The Govt, of India should set up a high level expert committee, to draw out the parameter 
and modality of its functioning to scan, scrutinise and judge all the documents likely Jp be 
available from the sources of the foreign governments and from the internal souiccs of our 
Gov't. If our Govt, make a determined and honest effort the proposed Investigative Inquiry 
will certainly succeed to finally let our countrymen know what really happened to our Netaji. 

• Unanswered still Remains the Questions ! 

Netaji is no longer any political challenge to anybody. He is also not dead legally. The 
Issue is still open before the Govt. There is no proof of his death in the alleged aircrash. 
There is no reports that he died elsewhere. There is no visual proof, as well, of his being 
alive. The longing question still remained unanswered. Then, what happened to our Netaji ? 

Is he still languishing in the desolate cell of a Siberian Concentration Camp ? Has he 
been killed there by Stalin or did he die a gruelling death in a lonely cell ? Or, by the grace 
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of the Maha Shakti he always worshipped, has (he revolutionary pilgrim of India succeeded 
lo come out of the Russiao Concentration Camp ? Is he now living incognito as a ‘Sanyasin’ 

- a supreme consummation of his spiritual aspiration from Jhc days of his early youth ? 

We do not know yet what really happened to Nctaji. But it is a sacred national duly * 
that we have failed so long to know what really happened to the Maha Kshatriya of Modern 
India Will Shri Narasimha Rao, a former Freedom Fighter, rise above all small political 
considerations to accept the national task of finding what really happened to the Nctaji 
of the Indian people ? If Shri Rao fulfills 1 his task his name will remain enshrined in the 
hearts of the Indian people. If Ciandhiji survived a few years more he would raised storm in 
India to know the truth about Nctaji, who ‘gambled away his life* for the emancipation of his 
motherland. Let us not remain ungrateful lo the epic hero of Indian freedom ! 

II 

An Appeal To Boris Yeltsin 


Mr. Boris Yeltsin 
Hon’blc President 
Federation of Russia 
Moscow, Russia 

Honourable Sir, 

Afler the great non-violent democratic revolution in the former Soviet Union under your 
leadership. Indian people arc watching the democratic developments in the Russian Federation 
and its sister States with deep interest. What has happened in the former USSR is a seismic 
event that has shaken the existing co-relations of the present politics of the modern world, 
opening a new vista of peace, amity and human rights before the whole humanity. 

Indian relation with Russia had always been friendly, cordial and mutually trustworthy. 
q Indian freedom movement received sustained support from Russia. Our greatest national 
revolutionary, Subhas Chandra Bose, who was twice elected as the President of the Indian 
National Congress, showed consistent interest in cultivating Russian friendship for the cause 
of Indian freedom. 

After his historic escape from the British India in January 1941, he intended to reach 
Moscow via Kabul. But, because of the policy of Stalin at that lime, Subhas Chandra Bose 
was compelled by the prevailing circumstances to divert his destination to Germany via Moscow 
to seek help of the “enemy’s enemy” for ousting British Imperialism from India. He had to 
seek help of the Axis Power, though he was opposed to their ideology, for exploiting inter- 
national enmity between Britain and Germany and also because of the fact that due to the 
Russo-German Pact, existing at that lime, Germany was looked upon by him as an ally of Russia. 

After the treacherous attack of Russia by Nazi Army in June 1941, the dream of Subhas 
Chandra Bose to achieve Indian independence with the collaborative help of Russia and Ger- 
many was shattered. Sitting at the very den of Hiller, Subhas Bose, the intrepid Indian Revolu- 
tionary, dared write to Hiller’s Foreign Minister Mr. Ribbentrop that “the Indian people 
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will view ‘German attack" of Russia as an imperialist aggression, 1 hough Subhas C handra 
Bose formed as Indian Legion in Germany, he never uttered a word in suppol of Nazi ag- 
gression of Russia, nor did he allow the Indian Legion to be used in anyway agairst the inlcre£ 
of Russia. 

♦ 

Being frustrated in Germany, Suhhas Chandra Bose undertook an unthink; Me hazard of 
90 day's Submarine journey from Kiel to Singapore. He created a saga of Revolutionary War 
of Indian Liberation against British Imperialism, the fiery impact of which ultimately compelled 
the British power to quit its Indian Empire after the War. 

While waging 'War of Independence" against British Imperialism with the help of Japan, 
Subhas Chandra Bose never uttered a single word, nor did he do anything adversely against 
Russia or China. Rather, he always tried to maintain an attitude of friendship owards these 
two countries. His joining hands with Germany and Japan was motivated solely for winning 
Indian national independence. 

When h became clear after fall of Germany thal collapse of Japan was a rr alter of days, 
Subhas Chandra Bose contacted Mr. Jackob Malik, the then Russian Ambassador in Tokyo, 
for seeking asylum in Russia. After surrender of Japan on August 15, 1945, Tokyo Radio 
made a dubious broadcast on 23rd August circulating a story that Subhas Chandra Bose, the 
supreme leader of the Provisional Govt, of Free India, died in an aircrash at Taihoku (Taipei). 
But the report of Bose’s death was not confirmed officially either by Japan or the U.K. nor 
also by the USA. Gcnl. Mac Arthur of the US Pacific Army and Adml. Mountbatlcn of the 
S.E.Asia Allied Command immediately ordered two separate inquiries to probe into the story 
of Subhas Chandra Bose’s death. But their inquiries couldn’t find any positive evidence to 
confirm Bose’s death. 

Subhas Chandra Bose made his flight from Saigon on Aug 17, 1945. His destination was 
Russia, via Dairen. According to the Mac Arthur’s Inquiry Japan made a false broadcast on 
Aug 23, 1945 to comouflage Subhas Chandra Bose’s escape into Russian Siberia via Dairen. 

During the days of 1945-46 British Intelligence made many reports to the Viceroy of 
British India, that Subhas Chandra Bose under the cover of the story of his aircrash death 
had actually reached Russia. This report was corroborated by the Russian Ambassador in 
Kabul, and the Russian Consul Genera! at Tehcan in 1946. It was told by them that Bose was 
living in Russia with an assumed Mongolian name of ‘Ghilzai Malang’. 

The Govt, of India instituted two inquiries to verify if the report of Bose’s aircrash death 
was true. But these two inquiries failed to confirm Bose’s death. All the high officers of Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s Revolutionary Army (INA) and the Ministers of his Provisional Govt, or Free 
India and all the high ranking Jap Generals and Jap diplomats, who appeared before the two 
Indian inquiries, categorically staled that Bose’s plan after fall of Japan was to go to Russia 

Dr. S.Radhakrishnan, who was ihc second Indian Ambassador to Moscow (old his personal 
friend, Dr. Saroj Das of the University of Calcutta that he got the information that Subhas 
Chandra feose was held in captivity in Soviet Russia by Stalin. 

In 1075 the British Govt, published secret documents concerning ‘Transfer of Power' to 
India. In it a specially important note, after analysing the pros and cons of various measures 
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how to punish Subhas Chandra Bose if he was arrested, recommended fo the British f*nvt. 
in late 1015 that : 

*\..In many ways the easiest course would he to leave him where 
he is and not to ask for his release. He might, of Course, in certain cir- 
cumstances be welcomed by the Russians. This course would raise fewest 
immediate political difficulties." 

This note provides an authentic information that Bose took asylum in Russia after fall 
of Japan. 

Another fact revealed is more starling. An Indian Engineer of Calcutta, Mr. A.Sarkar, 
% who was deputed by the Govt, of India to have training in machine building plant in Russia, 
was three times in Russia and knew Russian well. Mr. Sarkar worked in the Machine Building 
Plant at Gorlovska near the city of Donicsk. He came in contact of a German - Jew there, 
who was the Deputy Chief of the Plant - Machmosttroilelinizevod. His name was B.A.Zcrobin, 
who was earlier an war machine designer in Nazi Germany. He claimed that he met the Indian 
Revolutionary Subhas Chandra Bose several times in Berlin. 

Zerobin after being captured in Berlin, was taken to Siberia in a train to an unknown 
place, from where he was flown to a Re orientation Camp somewhere in Siberia. In that Camp 
one day he suddenly found Subhas Chandra Bose coming out of a Car, flanked by tWo Mongolian 
guards. Seeing Bose, Zerobin excitedly rushed towards him and said : ‘Sir, I have met you in 
Berlin’. Bose replied in his characteristic style : ‘Quite likely', Bose then asked Zerobin : ‘What 
are you doing here?’ Replied Zerobin : ‘I don't know what for.’ Zerobin again asked Bose: 
‘What is your programme, Sir ? Are you going back to India’ ?Bosc : ‘1 expect it to be soon/ 

While Bose and Zerobin were talking in German, (Bose knew German well) the Mongolian 
guards inlervend^ : ‘Not allowed’. 

Thereafter, Zerobin had no opportunity to meet Bose in the Siberian Re-orientation 
Camp. 

. 

Zerobin warned Mr. A.K.Sarkar that if he disclosed the report of his meeting with Subhas 
Chandra Bose in the Re-orientation Camp in Siberia, the lives of both Zerobin and Sarkar 
will be seriously endangered in Russia. After retiring from the Govt, job, Shri Sarkar look 
courage to disclose the report about Bose and that loo many years later. 

Prof. Samar Guha, a former member of the Indian Parliament and three-term Chairman 
of its Privilege Committee, — the highest Judicial body of the Indian Parliament, wrote a long 
letter to Mr. Gorbachev requesting him to disclose all facts about Nctaji Suhhas Chandra 
Bose’s taking asylum in Russia after fall of Japan. This letter was separately forwarded to Mr. 
Gorbachev by the two former Presidents of India, Mr. N.Sanjiva Reddy and Mr. Gyani Zail 
Singh. A third letter was forwarded by the oldest President of Indian National Congress, Mr. 
S.Nijalingappa. Unfortunately, Mr. Gorbachev remained unresponsive. 

A very important letter has been found out in 1991 in the archives of the US Princeton 
University, which confirmed the British report that Mahatma Gandhi knew that Subhas Chandra 
Bose was in Russia in 1946. This letter was written by Khurshed Bchn, a very trusted disciple 
of Mahatma Gandhi, to the US journalist Louis Fischer, who worked as go-between Gandhi 


and the US President This letter was written on 22nd July, 194fi. In it was written by Khurshed 
Bchn, inter alia : 

At heart the Indian Army is sympathetic with the Indian National 
Army (of Subhas Bose), if Bose conies with the help of Russia, neither 
Gandhiji, nor the Congress will be able to reason with the country ” 

Dear President Yeltsin ! We hope that you know how the Indian people hold Subhas 
Chandra Bose in their highest esteem as the greatest revolutionary of their national liberation. 
It was the saga of heroic exploits of the War of Indian Independence waged by Bose against 
the British Power that created such a tremendous anti-British upsurge in India after the Great 
War that it ultimately compelled the Britishers to withdraw from their Indian Empire. Mahatma 
Gandhi is hailed in India as the ‘Father of the Nation’ and in the same way Subhas Chandra 
Bose is acclaimed as The Netaji’, - the supreme liberator of the Indian people. 

It is not yet known what really happened to Subhas Chandra Bose in Stalin’s Russia. 
Many Indian Communist and Nationalist Revolutionaries were killed by Stalin. How Stalin 
treated Subhas Chandra Bose, the whole episode remained unrevealed. 

Dear Mr. Yeltsin ! You have earned international admiration as the Liberator of the 
Russia people and a new harbinger of the message of peace, freedom and democracy for the 
humanity of our age. We beseech you to let the Indian people know what really happened to 
their beloved leader, their National Liberator, Subhas Chandra Bose, who sought asylum in 
Stalin’s Russia after fall of Japan. Your Govt, is now disclosing all secret KGB files, Stalin’s 
confidential archives and other hitherto unknown secret reports of Stalin’s iU\ ys. You have 
gracefully rehabilitated many eminent Russians and have given promise to the US people to 
find out if any US soldiers are left anywhere in the Russian territory. 

India and Russia are two great friendly countries. The people of these two countries had 
never any conflict between them. If you reveal all facts about Subhas Chandra Bose, the 
greatest hero of Indian liberation, who sought asylum in Stalin’s Russia, you will win the hearts 
of the millions of the people of our country. The Indian people arc pinning for years to know 
what ultimately happened to their beloved leader, Subhas Chandra Bose, the Promethean 
Hero of their nation, after he look political asylum in Stalin’s Russia. 

Wc beseech you again President Yeltsin to let the Indian people know all facts about 
Subhas Chandra Bose after he sought political asylum in Stalin’s Soviet Russia ! 

May God bless you, bless the Russian people ! May God be in your heart to impel you 
to reveal all truths about the most beloved leader of the Indian people, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
since he reached Russia after fall of Japan. 

With warmest greetings and regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
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SAMAR GUHA 
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Prime Minister 
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New Delhi 
March 25, 1993 


Dear Rashtrapati ji , 

I have your letter of 22nd March, 1993, 
forwarding a letter received by you from some 
distinguished citizens of Calcutta. 

With regards. 
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Dr. Shanker Dayal Sharma 
President of India 
, fn? \\Jt Rashtrapati Bhawan 

' '' ' New Delhi. 
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No. P70/1 'O-feJ 


Yours sincerely, 

, Ay- 

(P.V, Narasirnha Rao) 
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MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 


May 25 , 1993 

Iky cLlOUL it / 

I am writing in continuation of my letter of 
March 29 , 1993 regarding Netaji. I have also seen the 

letter dated December 15/ 1992 sent to you by Shri J.N. 

Dixit, Foreign Secretary on this matter. 

As you are aware/ we had taken up this matter 
with the Russian Foreign Ministry in 1990-91. They had 
sent us some material/ most of which had dealt primarily 
with Netaji's trip from Kabul to the USSR and then to 
Berlin in 1941. The material also indicated that the 
Russians themselves accept that Netaji died in the plane 
crash in 1945. Subsequently/ the Russians sent us a 
note verbale dated January^ 8 / 1992 wh i^ch stated/ inter 

alia # that "as per tTTi data available in the Central and 
Republican Archives/ there is no information about the 
stay of the former President of the Indian National 
Congress/ Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/ in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and after that". The Russian Foreign 
Office was approached once again to ascertain if there 
was any further information they could provide. 
However/ the reaction of the officials concerned was not 
encouraging and I must therefore tell you of our feeling 
that we should not expect very much more information 
from them. 


I entirely agree with you that we should 
celebrate the birth centenary of Netaji in 1997 in a 
fitting manner. I am sure it would please the countless 
followers and admirers of Netaji’s if we could somehow 
bring an end to this controversy before that so that the 
celebrations of 1997 can take place unitedly in memory 
of this great national hero whose example provides such 
an inspiration to all of us. You might like to discuss 
the matter with the Prime Minister at a suitable 
opportun i ty . 

In the meantime/ I am enclosing a book on 
Netaji published recently in Kuala Lumpur by the Netaji 
Centre. This contains perhaps the last set of personal 
reminiscences from individuals who were directly 
involved in the activities of the Azad Hind Fauj. The 


article by M. Gandhinathan , particularly in pages 34-36, 
contain, inter alia, some graphic details of the final 
moments of Netaji's plane crash as narrated by Col. 
Habibur Rehmap. I would be interested in your comments 
on the book. 




« 


Yours sincerely 



Prof. Samar Guha, 

Former Member of Parliament 
8/2, Central Park, 

CALCUTTA 700032 
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MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
INDIA 


May 25, 1993 


Itay dtMJL KKt tot / 


I am writing in continuation of my 
March 29, 1993 regarding Netaji. I have also 

letter dated December 15, 1992 sent to you by 

Dixit, Foreign Secretary on this matter. 


letter of 
seen the 
Shri J.N. 


As you are aware, we had taken up this matter 
with the Russian Foreign Ministry in 1990-91. They had 
sent us some material, most of which had dealt primarily 
with Netaji's trip from Kabul to the USSR and then to 
Berlin in 1941. The material also indicated that the 
Russians themselves accept that Netaji died in the plane 
crash in 1945. Subsequently, the Russians sent us a 
note verbale dated January 8 , 1992 wh i ch stated , inter 
alia, that "as per the data available in the Central and 
Republican Archives, there is no information about the 
stay of the former President of the Indian National 
Congress, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and after that". The Russian Foreign 
Office was approached once again to ascertain if there 
was any further information they could provide. 
However, the reaction of the officials concerned was not 
encouraging and I must therefore tell you of our feeling 
that we should not expect very much more information 
from them. 


I entirely agree with you that we should 
celebrate the birth centenary of Netaji in 1997 in a 
fitting manner. I am sure it would please the countless 
followers and admirers of Netaji's if we could somehow 
bring an end to this controversy before that so that the 
celebrations of 1997 can take place unitedly in memory 
of this great national hero whose example provides such 
an inspiration to all of us. You might like to discuss 
the matter with> the Prime Minister at a suitable 
opportunity. 

In the meantime, I am enclosing a book on 
Netaji published recently in Kuala Lumpur by the Netaji 
Centre. This contains perhaps the last set of personal 
reminiscences from individuals who were directly 
involved in the activities of the Azad Hind Fauj. The 




article by M. Gandh inathan , particularly in pages 34-36, 
contain, inter alia, some graphic details of the final 
moments of Netaji's plane crash as narrated by Col. 
Habibur Rehman. I would be interested in your comments 
on the book. 


Ui i j'Lxy 


Yours sincerely 



Prof. Samar Guha, 

Former Member of Parliament 
8/2, Central Park, 

CALCUTTA 700032 
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No. V23/93-FF(P) 



MOST T^'NDIATN 


K ev; Delhi, dated the 
/OFFIC E MCMCRAN DU M/ 


^4 % A 

t G JUN 1993 

1993 




Subject: Resolutions passed by the National Council of the 
All India Freedom Fighters' Organisation held at 
Indore on 20th and 21st March, 1993 regarding 
various issues relating to freedom fighters. 



The undersigned is directed to say that the 
National Council of All India Freedom Fighters' Organi- 
sation in its meeting held at Indnre(M.P.) on 2 0th and 
21st March, 1993 have passed many Resolutions which are 
the concern of different Ministries. A copy of the letter 
dated 25th March, 1993 from the Working President of All 
India Freedom Fighters' Organisation addressed to the 
Prime Minister alongwith a copy of the Resolutions adopted 
at the meeting is sent herewith. 

2. It would be seen that the Resolution No. 3..B 

r eo It i n g t o bringing of ashes of Ilst&ji Bose from Japan 
to India with full state honours 

is the concern of the Ministry of External Affairs 

It is requested that this/these Resolut ion( s) passed by 
the National Council of All India Freedom Fighters' Organi- 




sation may be examined in the Ministry and comments may be 
sent to this Ministry so that a consolidated note could be 
submitted for the’ kind information of Ilone'ble Prime Minister. 






3. It may also be mentioned that this Ministry has 

recently replied a Parliament Question No. 84-~5P— I»SUSQ 
on 1^.5 . on "the subject, a copy of which is also 

enclosed. It is likely that a similar Question may be 
raised in the next Session of the Parliament and as 
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such comments of the Ministry of External Affair s 

on the above mentioned Resolution (s) may be sent to this 
Ministry by 30 th June, 1993. 



( G.S. SANDHU ) 

Joint Secretary to the Govt, of India 


To 


Shri J .IT. Dixit, 

Eoraign: Secretary , 

Ministry of External Affair s, South Block, 
New Delhi. 
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Freedom Fighters’ Organisation 

O. I 7, MNTAR MANTAR ROAD. NEW DELHI*]] 0001 


members op the presidium 

Prof. N.G. Ring*. Ex-M.P., A.P. 
~V Or. R.N. Rath, Ex. Miniiicr, Oriisa 
Com. Shiv Varmn. U.P. 
Com. Ramkisbin, Ex-C.M., Punjab 
Manmaih Naih Gupta, Delhi 
Ch. R&nbir Singh, Ex. M.P., Haryana 
Col. Dr. Lakshmi Sebgal, I.N.A., U.P. 
Col. Mahboob Ahmed. I.N.A. , Bihar 
Capl. Ranjii Singh. I.N.A. Punjab 
Com. Bhogcndra Jha, M.P. 

/ / Ram Sunder Das, M.P. 

WORKING PRESIDENT 
Sheri Bhadra Yajee, Ex. M.P. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Ambika Dad a, Bihar 
P.K. Khnnna, Ex-M.P.. U.P. 
Prof. M&hc&h Dalt Mishra. Ex. M.P. 
N. Alexander, Ex. M.P. Kerala 
Joganand. Gujrat 
Dr. T. Kannan, Tamil Nadu 
Dr. Prof. P. Tirumal Rao, A.P. 
M. Koireng Singh, Ex. C.M, Manipur 
B,K. Pani, Ex. M.P., Orissa 
g 3 ' Shyam Narayan. M.P., 

D ungcr Singh Bishi, Ex. Minister , U.P. 

Indcrjil Siegh Bhalia, Delhi 

GENERAL SECRETARIES 

Shashi lUtushnn, Ex.M.P., Madhya Pradesh 
Cnpi. S.S. Yadav, I.N.A. Delhi 
Com. Chanan Singh. Punjab 
Girdhar Tbakkfl r, Bombay 
Kamm Lax mi Naraynun, A.P. 
Yadunalh Singh, U.P. 

secretaries 

Jagal Ram Joihi Treasurer. Delhi 
Daljil Sen Adel. Dc bhi 
Com. Vishvanath Maihur, Bihai 
Com. J.S. Anand, Ex. M.P.. Punjab 
Ram Bhau Nisal, Maharashtra 
P. Kakkodkar, Ex. M.P., Goa 
Dhiren Bhowmick. W.B, 
Ll. Francis Deruz, I.N.A., Kerala 
Binoy Sarkar, Aisnin 
tUnii Lai Luhadia, Ex. M.P., Rajasthan 
S.K. Sinba, Bihar 
* Rntna Lnl Josht. Bombay 

Gyxni Hnrnnm Shnh Singh, Delhi 
Smt. Som Kumari SAbharwal, Delhi 


Research Ctnlre: . 

Secular House * 

9/1, iDStitulional Area, Opp, JNU 
NEW DELHI-110067 

March 25, 1973 


Dear Shri Narasimha Rao ji 




I am enclosing a copy' of five Resolutions 
unanimously passed at the National Council Meeting 
of the All India Freedom Fighters Organisation 
held at Indore (Madhya Pradesh) on 20th & 21st 
March, 1993. 


The meeting was attended by 500 members of 
the National Council in addition to observers, 
special invitees and guests. Shri F'. M. Say eed , 
Minister of STate for Home Affairs inaugurated the, 1 
meeting. The concluding session was addressed by 
Shri Shyama Char an Shukla. 


Members of Parliament, Legislators. - and 
distinguished freedom fighters took part in the 
deliberations. 69 speakers addressed the meeting. 

We request you to kindly consider these 
resolutions for necessary action. 

With reoards, 

*’* t 

Working President 

Enel: as stated above 



Shri F'. V. Narasimha Rao 
F'rime Minister of India 
NEW DELHI 
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ALL INDIA FREEDOM FIGHTERS 1 ORGANISATION 

7-Jantar Mantar Road, New Delhi 110 001 

A 

At the meeting of ohe National Council of the All India 
Freedom Fighters' Organisation held at Indore on March 20 and 
21, 1993, the following Resolutions were discussed and 

passed. Shri Sheel Enadra Yajee, Working Chairman presided. 


RESOLUTION N0.1 


HO MAGE 

This National Council meeting of the All India Freedom 
Fighters' Organisation held at Indore pays its respectful 
homage and tribute to all those great sons and daughters of 
Mother India who sacrificed their lives for the freedom of 
our country and became immortals in the annals of the history 
of freedom movement of the entire Indian sub-continent. 

In this Golden Jubilee Year of the historic Quit India 
Movement and the founding of the Azad Hind Provisional 

Government by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, we remember with a 
sense of gratitude and national pride their dauntless courage 
and conviction for freedom, secularism and national unity. 

We, the freedom fighters, reiterate our pledge to 
preserve their glorious traditions and ideals for realising 
the goal of socialism enshrined in the Constitution of India. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2 


POLITICAL 


A. ON PUNJAB SITUATION: 


This meeting of the National Council of the All India 
Freedom Fighters' Organisation held at Indore expresses its 
sense of relief over restoration of normalcy in the state of 
Punjab after a long period of unabated acts of terrorism 
which caused not only loss of lives of innocent men, women 
and children but also impeded economic development of the 
state. We warmly congratulate Sardar Beant Singh , Chief 
Minister and the state authorities for taking bold and daring 
steps to root out terrorism from the border state. We call 
upon the people of Punjab- who suffered .wrath of terrorist 
violence to remain vigilant and not to allow revulsion of 
tragic events in future at any cost. 


Over the years, 2,500 families migrated to places 
outside Punjab who would like to return to their homes and we 
Jjope that the state government would take appropriate steps 
for their early rehabilitation. Similarly, steps should also 
be taken in consultation with the Central Government for the 
rehabilitation of the widows and orphans who suffered in 
terrorist violence. 'We feel that it is necessary for the 
state government to confiscate all those properties which 
were acquired or built with the money extracted by the 
1 terrorists through acts of kidnapping and coercion so that 
'they don't draw any premium over their acts of terrorism. 


It is a known fact 
parties brought reli£ 
saints into politics, 
terrorism became rampant 


that when fundamentalist political 
n, religious leaders, Sadhus and 
fundamentalism gained strength and 
. In the state of Punjab when Akalis 



r\ 

wrought Saints into politics in the name of Kar Sewa, 
terrorism became sc powerful that even Akalis had to submit 
to the dictates of terrorists and fundamentalists. Similarly, 
when the RSo and So igh Panwar brought Sadhus and Saints in 
tne forefront in the name of Kaz’ Sewa at Ayodhya, religious 
fanatism and fundamentalism took the upper hand and whole 
country was enguifed in communal violence in which thousands 
of innocent people wore killed , property worth crores and 
crores of rupees was destroyed, big and small industries and 
trade suffered in a chain of communal events. In the same 
manner , when Muslim religion became subordinate to' mosques 
and the 'ratwas of the Maulvis', Muslim fundamentalism again 
raised the cry of “Two Nations Theory". The wave of terrorism 
spread from Kashmir to Bombay. The fundamentalist organi- 
sations like the Jamait-e-Islami confused the thinking of 
Muslims in India in the same way as fundamentalists in 
Pakistan had done. This also encouraged the growth of 
terror ism . 

Now when terrorism is facing total liquidation in 
Punjab, the leaders of the Janata Dal are aligning with the 
Akalis which would obviously encourage Gurudwara-dominated 
politics in Punjab. They are committing an Himalayan blunder 
in the same way as the leader of Total Revolution committed 
when he sought the help of RSS i.e. Sangh Pariwar though 
ultimately this support proved to be a great menace. We 
earnestly hope that history of political opportunism will not 
be repeated with the help of Akalis and men like Syed 

Shahabuadin who are known for their double-faced politics. 

We call upon all secular democratic progressive people 

to unit in this historic task so that religion and religious 
places could not be used for political ends. 

B. ON SITUATION IN ASSAM: 

This National Council meeting of the All India Freedom 
Fighters' Organisation congratulates the Union Home Minister 
Shri S.B. Chavan, the Chief Minister of Assam Shri Hitendra 

Saikia , for solving the Bodo problem. We earnestly hope that 

the Government will be able to put an end to ULFA insurgency 
with an iron hand. 


C. ON THE ROLE OF FUNDAMENTALISTS: 


This meeting of the National Council of the All India 
Freedom Fighters’ Organisation strongly condemns the role of 
fundamentalists and communal forces, aided and abetted by 
some international powers and agencies, with the sinister 
design to destabilise India and its economy. 

The recent horrentous tragedy in Bombay is a warning 
about twin danger from fundamentalists inside the country and 
from international agencies from outside. 


We call upon all 
in action to fight ' 
fighters all o/er Inc ! 
April 7 to 13, 199' 

preserve national ur 
martyrs of Jalianwal 


secular and progressive people to unite 
'.s menace. We appeal to the freedom 
to organise JALIANWALA BAGH WEEK from 
-o reiterate their solemn resolve to 
y and freedom of India for which the 
Jagh massacre laid down their lives. 
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KEulGIGIl 


IN £ OLITICS : 


This meeting of the Jrtional Council of the ft 13 India 
Freedom Fighters* Organisation views with grave concern the 
nefarious role of fundamentalist forces in mixing religion 
with politics and using religxous places like mosques, 
temples and gurudwaras for political purposes. 


Over the years, communal pasions have been aroused and , 
crores of rupees have been collected in India and abroad and 
'> the same have been unaccounted for and misused. 

We welcome bold declaration of Prime Minister Shri P.V. 
harasimha Kao that the Government would see that religion was 
r.o t used in electoral process and foolproof and inviolable 
secular democracy, as enshrined in the Constitution of India, 
is preserved. 

We are convinced that it is the first concern of secular 
deomocratie progressive people, rising above party conside- 
rations, to ensure survival of national and secular 
credentials of India. We appreciate that the Parliament is 
considering constitutional provisions to put an end to use of 
religion in electoral process. 

E. PUBLICATION OF WHITE PAPER ON R.S.S. AND SANGH PARIWAR 

After the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, the R.S.S. 
was banned and its members arrested. The then R.S.S. Chief, 
Shri M.S. Goiwaikar gave an assurance to the then Home 

Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel that R.S.S. would function 
only as a cultural organisation. We have seen how this 

^ undertaking was violated when the R.S.S. set up a political 
party with the name of BhartjLya Jan Sangh and also 
established frontal organisations like the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad, Bajrang Dal etc. and finally formed of the 

Bhartiya Janata Party. The RSS and its Sangh Pariwar have 
been outright political, pursuing their objectives to gain 
political power with the help of large sums of money 
collected in the name of 'Guru Dakshina* and collection made 
in the name of Shila Poojan, Ram Padukas, Ram Patakas and Ram 
Gulal etc. which have remained unaccounted. 

We urge upon the Central Government to publish a WHITE 
PAPER on RSS and Sangh Pariwar beginning from the assassi- 
nation of Mahatma Gandhi to the tragic happenings at Ayodhya 

on December 6, 1992. 

F . APPOINTMENT OF RECEIVER FOR SRI KRISHNA JANMABHOOMI TEMPLE 


Sri Krishna Janmabhoomi temple in Mathura is being 
^controlled by the so-called Managing Committee dominated by 
the activists of the RSS and its frontal organisations known 
as Sangh Pariwar, i.e. Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Bajrang Dal and 
BJP etc. The offerings made in cash and kind by lakhs of 
devotees every year to the temple are being used for 
promoting objects of the Sangh Pariwar to arouse communal 
passions for their political ends. 


We, the freedom 
immediately appoint: a 
temple at Mathura and 
management.. 


f ighters 
Receiver 
a Trust 


appeal to the Government to 
for Sri Krishna Janmabhoomi 
be constituted for its proper 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3 

HONOURING HEROES OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT 
ky INSTALLING STATUTE OF KHAN ABDUL GHAFFAR KHAN: 

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, popularly known as the Frontier 
Gandhi, was a legendary figure of the freedom movement in the 
> entire sub-continent. He led the freedom struggle in the NWFP 
in which thousands of Pathans took active part. The Frontier 
Gandhi remained an embodiment of peace, goodwill and 
universal brotherhood. When he visited India for the first 
time after independence in the year 1 9 6 9 » he undertook a fast 
for three days for communal harmony at 5, Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Road in New Delhi. 

While we thank the Delhi Administration for accepting 
the proposal to name the road from Mehrauli to Indira Gandhi 
International Airport as 'Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan Marg * , we 
urge upon the Government to instal a statue of the Frontier 
Gandhi at the crossing of Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road at New 
Delhi, as a tribute to this veteran freedom fighter and a 
close associate ol Mahatma Gandhi. 

b. BRINGING ASHES OF NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE FROM JAPAN: 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, the Supreme Commander of 
the Indian National Army and President of the Azad Hind 
Provisional Government dedicated his life in the cause of 
freedom of India and led a valiant struggle against British 
imperialism. 

Since it is the Golden Jubilee Year of the Founding of 
the Azad Hind Provisional Government, this National Council 
meeting of the All India Freedom Fighters* Organisation urges 
upon the Central Government to make arrangements for bringing 
the sacred ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India with full state honours so that millions of people of 
India could pay their homage to the valiant hero of our 
freedom struggle. 

We also urge upon the Central Government to establish 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy for National Integration 
where training in national integration to senior administ- 
rative officers could be imparted. 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 


.. ECONOMIC 

» 

This meeting of the National Council of the All India 
Freedom Fighters’ Organisation held at Indore is conscious of 
the fact the even after 45 years of independence, people are 
still facing the problem of unemployment, poverty and steep 
rise in prices due to paucity of adequate resources and 
concentration of wealth in few hands. We are convinced that 
the social requirements of the common people for health, 
education and housing need urgent consideration. 

Although periodic efforts have been made to gear up 
Indian economic system yet the poor, the downtrodden and the 
have-nots continue to face the ire of economic inequalities 
and exploitation. Corruption is adding to frustration and 
resentment among the common neople. When we were fighting for 

M 


b 


rzzt 




r\ 


uae ireedorr. of our country, we had a clear vision of a free 
India which will evoi/e a policy of regeneration of its 
economy in oroer to . meet the growing needs of the vast 
multitude of people of our country. The emphasis was on 
linxing up political freedom with modernisation of Indian 
economy on scientific lines. 


in post-independent 
shattered. Yet there is 
^parties, big or small, 
Constitution of India, 


India, this 
no cause for 
owing their 
have accepted 


ultimate goal and there can be no going 


vision has been 
dismay because all 
allegiance to the 
socialism as the 
away from it. We do 


not agree 
by citing 


with those who challenge the concept of socialism 
example of disintegration of the socialist world. 
For us, socialism is our cherished goal and it is to be 
established by consensus. The broad consensus of our country 
favours the evolving of an economic system committed to the 
welfare of its people. 


We hope that efforts will be made to make Indian economy 
self-sufficient, viable ana strong, not depending on the will 
of the multinationals. We also wish that India be declared as 
Socialist Republic of India. 

RESOLUTION NO. 5 


ON FREEDOM MOVEMENT 

A. PREPARATION OF NATIONAL REGISTER OF MARTYRS: 


This meeting of the National Council of the All India 
Freedom Fighters' Organisation held at Indore firmly believes 
*£hat in order to perpertuate the memory of all the martyrs 
who sacrificed their lives in the Quit India Movement, a 
National Register of Martyrs should be prepared so that 
future generations could feel inspired to preserve the spirit 
of sacrifice in defence of the freedom of our country. 

We also consider it a historic necessity that a National 
Museum of the Freedom struggle begining from the Battle of 
Plassey to the last struggle of Quit India Movement and the 
1NA be established in the Red Fort at Delhi at the earliest 
which should include Martyrs Picture Gallery depicting the 
entire history of our freedom movement. 

9 

We also urge upon the Central Government to set up a 
suitable Martyrs Memorial Column in New Delhi which could 
serve as the place of pilgrimage where the people of India 
and the visiting foreign dignitories could pay their homage 
to all those who sacrificed their lives for the freedom of 
ll^o ia . 

B. EARLY DISPOSAL OF S AMMAN PENSION CASES: 


o 


This meeting 
Freedom Fighters 
Prime Minister ol 
cases of Samman Pension to 
conclusion of the Golden 
Movement, and if neeo be, 
this regard. 


the National Council of the All India 
Organisation held at Indore requests the 
India for early disposal of all the pending 
the freedom fighters before the 
Jubilee Year of the Quit India 
to set up a Special Committee in 
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LOK _ SA3HA_ 

. UNST ' ARREO 

( TO BE ANS.YERED CN THE 13TH .oAV, 1593 ) 

FETING OF_NATL.N/i CUJNCIL OF_ALL_IhDlA_FEE^DC,^ 
FIGHTERS^ ASSOCIATION 


8432 . SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA: 


Will the Minister of HOME AFFA.IRS 1 v 

be ipl^asact to state : 

(a) whether a meeting of the National Council of All India 
Praorlrim Fl nht ore * I at.i nfl held OH 20tR and 2 V St - A3 mch J 1593 




Freedom Fighters' Association was held on 
at Indore ; 

(b) if so, the details of the Resolutions passed in the meeting; 

and >* 

(c) the reaction of the Government thereto m 


A N 3 W 3 & 

^ WfW 'A TY^\ l rt TTMtT 

THE ni NI STER OF STATE IM"THE MINISTRY OF HtTfTE Af Ftfl RSr*~-~~~ — - 

( SHRI RAO ESH PILOT *i 

■ 

UHL Yes, Site A- 

Lb): The important resolutions passed in the Conference include: 

(i) reiteration of the pledge to preserve the glorious traditions 
and ideals for realising the goal of socialism enshrined in 
the Constitution of India j 

(ii) Calling upbn all secular democratic progressive people to 

unite so that religion and religious places are not used for 
political ends ; „ 

(iii) request to the Government to put an end to ULFA insurgency 
ui t h an i ro n h an d ; 


(iv) calling upon all secular and progressive people to unite 
in action to fight the menace of fundamentalism j 

(v) appreciation of the Parliament considering Constitutional 
Provisions to put dnr end to use of religion in electoral 
prooess. 
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USQ No. 8 432. 


(vi) appeal to the Government for appointment of a Receiver 
for Shri Krishna Danmabhoomi temple at Mathura and 
constitution of a Trust for its nroper management ; 





(vii)urging upon the Government to instal a status? of the 

Frontier Gandhi at the crossing of Dr, Rajendra Prasad .-ord 
at Neu Delhi as a tribute to this veteran freedom fighter and 
a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi ; 


( viii )urging upon the Central Government to make arrangements for 

bringing the sacred ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from 
Dapan to India with full state honours and establishment 
of the Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy for National 
integration for training of senior administrators ; 

(ix) preparation of a National Register of Martyrs, establishment 
of a National Museum of freedom struggle and setting up of 
suitable Martyrfe~ Memorial Column in Ngu Delhi ; and 

( x) early disposal of Samman Pension cases. 

Lei; The Government is already seized of most of the suggestions 
made in ttie Conference and has taken/is taking appropriate action. 
Examination of suggestions like installation of the statue of 
Frontier Gandhi, bringing the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose from Dapan, setting up of an Academy for National Integration 
after the name of Netaji and establishment of Martyrs Memorial 
Column require sufficient time and it uo ul d be too early for the 
■So-verrunent to react on such suggestions. As regards disposal o;f 
cases of Samman Pension, Government has already considered all the 
timely claims at least once and decisions communicated to the 
applicants. Receipt and disposal of reviep petitions/representa- 
tions against rejection of claims is a continuous process and 
such jxeti tions axe already being considered on merit. 
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M. VENKATESWARA IYER 


JOINT SECRETARY 



MOST IMMEDIATE/BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 

COURT CASE 




j ]p,o GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 




Phone: 3015785 


p? '*^)T MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


'v \\ to W> 


D.O.No . 5293/JS( A )/93 


8 <5 (iWo j r ii 

c/m 


NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 
September 27, 1993. 


Dear Shri Vi jay Kumar, 


14* 


I enclose a copy of the judgement dated 4 March, 1987, delivered by 
Hon'ble Justice Mr. S.N. Bhargava of the High Court of Judicature, Rajasthan. 
As you will see, this judgement relates to the inquiry into the circumstances 
in which Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died. The first inquiry in this 
matter was ordered by the Ministry of External Affairs who set up the 
Netaji Inquiry Committee under the chairmanship o^Shah Nawaz Khan. 
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0 


X 




2. The aforesaid judgement has been relied upon in a writ petition filed 
in the Calcutta High Court, by one Shri Bijan Ghosh and certain others who 
have joined him as added respondents. 






3. According to the judgement of the High Court of Rajasthan, the 

Ministry of External Affairs were required to look into the matter onqe again 

and examine all the available evidence including all the papers and other 

materials which the petitioner had claimed that he had at his disposal. 

The concluding part of the judgement may please be seen in this regard. 



4. As we have to give para-wise comments in respect of the writ 
etition pending in the High Court at Calcutta, we are interested in knowing 
immediately what action was taken by the Ministry of External Affairs in 
pursuance of the judgement of the High Court of Rajasthan. 


5. We shall be grateful if you will consider the matter and send us a 
reply immediately. If you are pot dealing with this matter, kindly pass it 
on to the concerned Joint Secretary with the request to send me a reply 
urgently. Also, kindly let me know who is the officer concerned so that I 
can be in touch with him. 


With regards. 


Yours sincerely, 


' M ' 


V/ le — 




Y7i 


T 


Shri Vijay Kumar, 

Joint Secretary (Coord), 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. *° 
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PHONE : 3015785 



D. O- No- 1 /27/91— Publ i c 


5 October, 1993. 


Dear Shri Dilip Lahiri, 


I enclose a copy of my D.O. letter No » 5293/ J3 ( A) /93 
dated September 27, 1993, addressed to Shri Vi j ay Kumar, 

regarding the judgement dated 4th March, 19S7, delivered by 
Hon’ble Shri Justice S.N. Bhargava of the High Court of 
Judicature, Rajasthan, relating to the inquiry into the 
circumstances in which Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died. 


2. Shri Vi jay Kumar told me that he has passed on my 

letter to you as you are concerned with the subject. 


3. May I request you kindly to expedite your reply ? We 
are dealing with a writ petition in the Calcutta High Court in 
which the aforesaid Judgement has been relied upon and we have to 
tell the Court what action has been taken in pursuance of the 
Judgement. Any delay will embarrass us and will result in 
Contempt of Court proceedings. 




Shri Dilip Lahiri, 
Joint^ Secretary (AP) , 
Ministry of External 
New Del hi “1 lOOOl - 


Nith regards. 
Yours sincerely. 



Af f airs 





M. V2NKATESWARA IYER 

*»*TPT flfa? 

JOINT SECRETARY 

Phone: 3035785 
D.O.No.5293/JS(A)/93 



MUST 1 MMCD1ATC/ BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


COURT CASE 


\ 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
fe^-*?ooo* 

NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 
September 27, 1993. 




Dear Shri Vijay Kumar, 


I enclose a copy of the judgement dated 4 March, 1987, delivered by 
Hon'ble Justice Mr. S.N. Bhargava of the High Court of Judicature, Rajasthan. 
As you will see, this judgement relates to the inquiry into the circumstances 
in which Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died. The first inquiry in this 
matter was ordered by the Ministry of External Affairs who set up the 
Netaji Inquiry Committee under the chairmanship o^Shah Nawaz Khan. 


2. The aforesaid judgement has been relied upon in a writ petition filed 
in the Calcutta High Court by one Shri Bijan Ghosh and certain others who 
have joined him as added respondents. 


3. According to the judgement of the High Court of Rajasthan, the 

Ministry of External Affairs were required to look into the matter once again 

and examine all the available evidence including all the papers and other 

materials which the petitioner had claimed that he had at his disposal. 

The concluding part of the judgement may please be seen in this regard. 


4. ■ As we have to give para-wise comments in respect of the writ 

petition pending in the High Court at Calcutta, we are interested in knowing 
immediately what action was taken by the Ministry of External Affairs in 
pursuance of the judgement of the High Court of Rajasthan. 


5. We shall be grateful if you will consider the matter and send us a 

reply immediately. If you are not dealing with this matter, kindly pass it 
on to the concerned Joint Secretary with the request to send me a reply 
urgently. Also, kindly let me know who is the officer concerned so that I 
can be in touch with him. 


With regards, 



Shri Vijay Kumar, 

Joint Secretary (Coord), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


Yours sincerely, 

(M. Venkateswara Iyer) - 
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Most Immediate 
By Spl. Messenger 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


uur current file no. C/55 1/7/92 on Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose sent from Secretary (East) 's Office vide diary no, 
1479/Secy (E) /93 dt. 17.9.93 to JS(M), PMO, is required urgently 
in connection with an enquiry received from the Home Ministry. 
Grateful if we could have the file back. A copy of JS(Shri M. 
Venkateswara Ivar) , MHA is attached for information. 

(Primrose R. Sharma/ 
Director (AF‘) 

07 .10. 93 


DS(S) .PMO 


CCs Shri M. Venkateswara Iyer, JS, MHf 


<f? 




STCTR 

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 


4,2 J 

MOST IMMEDIATE /L 



c I 

»-W.« , 

5rf - noon 

NEW DELHI - 110011 




Rerence is invited to Director (AP)'s note No. 
C/551/7/92-JP of 7.10.1993. MEA's File No.C/551/7/92-3P 
and F.No.C/551/14/90-JP (along with a folder bearing 
No.C/551/7/92-JP) regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose are returned herewith and may kindly be sent 
back to this Office as soon as possible for further 
action. 



Deputy Secretary 



Ms. Primrose R. Sharma, Director (AP), MEA 

PMO IJ.O. No.870/1 l/P/10/93-Pol dated 8.10.1993 


Host Iiiedlati/Secret 



Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 





Reference PMO UO Note No. 870/ 1 1 /?/ 1 0/93-Po 1 dt. 
8.10.93. Files no. C/551/7/92- JP & C/551/14/90-JP (a.longwith a 
folder bearing No. C/55 1/7/92-JP ) regarding Netaii Subhash 
Chandra Bose are returned herewith, as desired. 


(Primrose R. Sharma) 
Director (AP) 

08. 10.93 


* 







Dilip lahiri 
Joint Secretary (AP) 


Host Iaaediate 

By.Spj. Messenger, fafcy fcFlt- < ? 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
/l) NEW DELHI-110011 


No. C/551/7/92-JP 


October 5, 1993 


Dear ^ 


\ 


Please refer to your letter no. 1/27/91-Public dt. 
5.10.93 regarding the judgement dated 4th March, 1987 delivered 
by Hon’ble Shri Justice S.N. Bhargava of the High Court of 
Judicature, Rajasthan relating to the inquiry into the 
circumstances in which Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died. The 
factual position is as f o l lows : - 

2. Subsequent to the judgement having been passed, it was 
brought to the notice of this Ministry that the petitioner had 
died. Coordination Division of this Ministry had, therefore, 
informed Shri Talekar, Counsel of the late petitioner that as the 
petitioner had passed away before the meeting with the 
MEA/Government of India representative could take place, no 
further action was called for on the part of the Government of 
India. Our Legal and Treaties Division had also opined inter- 
alia that since no evidence or documents of any kind were ever 
produced by Shri Nand Lai Sharma, the occasion to consider 
whether or not a fresh enquiry was required did not arise. 

3. You are no doubt aware that the CCPA at its meeting on 
27.2.91 had considered a note prepared by your Ministry on the 
dispute regarding the ashes of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose as 
also the controvery whether Netaji was dead or alive where the 
CCPA had approved the proposal that "no useful purpose would be 
served by holding yet another enquiry or bringing the ashes back 
to India at present as this might create unnecessary tensions." 


Shri M. Venkateswara Iyer, 
Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi 




H m ISTRY OF HUME aFF« Bu» 


Subject sControversy reg> rdin*. Heta ji*s death and bp nglng 
his ashes to hid: a from Jai un. 


Placed below is a cofy reference received from 
Prime Minister^ 0** ice on 1 1 e subject mentioned tbove. 

2. It is requested that your vi ews/con ents in the natter 

may please be furnished to this Ministry urgently to process 
the case further# 


JlwkA, 

C d .V #s #k# *> ht a ) 

DEPUTY SECRET iiY(IS) 


M/o External Affairs(Sh. Shiv Shankar Menon, JS(NE)), South 
Block. New Delhi* 

M .H .**♦ U.O. NO .1/12014/ 27/ 93-IS (D. I II) Dated, the 1. , 93# 



GCoujl. A>~- nb. >£*— * «■ ^ 

py yt Pi '*** ** ^ 

(W W h rrv, M - ^ 
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Subject:- Controversy regarding Netaji's death and 
bringing his ashes to India from Japan. 

, ' V*HU* 

The matter regarding the death of Shri Subhash Chandra Boss 
and proposal to bring his ashes to India from Japan was iBht 
considered by the CCPA vide Ministry of Home Affairs note 
No, 1/1 2014 /6/90-is (D-IIT) dated 10.1.1991. The view taken at Hty 4 5 ! 
time was that no purpose would be served by holding another 
inquiry into the death of Netaji or by bringing back his ashes to 
India . 


2. MEA have now brought to our notice that a journal published 
fron Moscow is likely tc publish a s eries of articles based B n 
classified KGB archieves alleging inter alia that Netaji was aft 
Ml-6 agent and one of his close aid es was a KGB agen t. MEA are 
taking steps at the diplomatic level to contain the likely 
fallout from this publication. However, it is possible that the 
articles, if published, may revive the controversy about Netaji's 
death and his ashes. 

* » 1* Vs** 

3. It may also be kept in view that Netaji's birth centenary is 
due in 1997. The controversy about his ashes may have to b? 
settled one way or the other before that timet 

4. MHA are, therefore, requested to look into this matter and 
prepare a paper for the Cabinet on the likely form that this 

controversy may take and the options for dealing with it. 



w *•-< ' 

4 


Home Secretary 

PMO U.O. No. 870/1 



l/P/10/93-Pol 




iV ' 



(ArrfJ. Varma) 
Principal Secretary to PM 


dated 13.10.1993 





sTwWj 

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA 

( H. O. 9, Rat Marg, New Dehli-l ) 



Phone : 


f Res: 20147 
^ Office: 20471 
( 21538 


Imphal Offiec ; 

Pmjatantra Buildings 
IMPHAL, MANIPUR 

Imphal 25 October 1993 


To 

The Secretary (East) 

Ministry of External Affiars 
South Block 
New Delhi-I 

Subject: Japan Government Memorial in 
Manipur 



■yA !* 1 


Sir, 

I have an interview with Mr Shutaro Kotani, 
Chairman of Imphal Committee of Indo-Japan War Veterans 
Association of Japan, Tokyo who came here on 17 October 
1993 in connection with the construction of the Monument 
at Maibam Lokpachimg, Manipur. He told me that Indian 
Government has agreed : 5000 sq mtrs of land and the 
monument constructed on it by Japan Government 
handd over to Japan Government for possession/occupation 
of it. He also further said that construction will be 
started soon and it will be inaugurated o n 21 March 199 4* 
He also said that if Indian Government does not allow 
to inaugurate the Monument on 21 March 1994, the relation 
between two countries may be very bad. 

I want to write a story on this, but I do not 
belief what he said. If what he said is correct, there 
may be great noise in Indian Parliament. 

This is very alarming news as Manipur is not 
only frontier areas but also sensitive, prohibited, 
protected, restricted and disturbed area. 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly consider 
to enlighten me about the actual 


BUREAU IN CHARGE 
UNITED NEWS OF INDIA 
IMPHAL OFFICE 
MANIPUR 



fact. 

Yokira, faithfully 



L. JCVTCHANDRA SINGH) 






MO T m-HJl-Llii 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


Subject i Controversy regarding Netajl'a death and bringing 
bis asbes to India from Japan, 


Reference is Invited to this Minis try* JO • of 

even number dated 21st October, 1993 on tbs subject mentioned 
above and to request that your vlews/oomments in the Hotter 
may please be furnished to this Ministry urgently. 


( C J , JOY ) 
DIHECTOB(IS-I) 


lB(Shri 7 4 . Vaidya* Dlreotor) . 


C a blnet Secretariat (BftAW) (Shri A «S « Syall, Secretary(fi) ) 
Boom NojS, South Block, New Delhi, 

l/M/o External Affairs(Shrl Shiv Shankar Menon, JS(NE), , 

Dated the 3rd ^ov„ 1993 • 
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-FB opposed 
to monument , 

-tO-.-' •... 

CALCUTTA: The Forward 
Bloc would oppose tooth and 

nail what it saia the reported de- 
cision of the Centre to make 
available with the “War Veter- 
ans Association of Japan” appro- 
ximately 5000 sq metres oi land 
,at Maibam Lokpaching ’ 25 km ‘ 
.off Jmphal, for construction of a 
monument ' in ’ memory 1 of the 
Japanese soldiers ‘who died in 
Manipur* during the World War- 
ti/reports ptl ; * ' r 
4 -*The Forward Bloc all-India 
general secretary and Lok Sabha 
-member, Mr Chitta Basu, said 
’that'he had’ written to Prime 
Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao, 
on Oct. 28 last protesting against 
the reported decision and 
wanted to know the terms and 
conditions for the transfer of the 
land, if already sanctioned. 

' Mr Basu said that the Prime 
Minister had acknowledged the 
receipt of his letter without any 
comments thereon.’ 

Mr Basu said the national 
council of the party condemned 
the reported decision of the Cen- 
tre and also the Manipur Gov- 
ernment as these actions were 
most brazen, shameful and were 
dubious attempts at falsifying the 
history of the freedom move- 
ment by denigrating the role of 
the 1NA led by Subhas Chandra 
Bose. ; , ' ? , r . . - 

t .. • - nr 7 t. :%*> -r j -• '*• 
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CALCUTTA: The Forward 
Bloc would oppose tooth and 
nail what it said the reported de- 
cision of the Centre to make 
available with the “War Veter- 
ans Association of Japan” appro- 
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monument ' in ‘ memory * of the 
Japanese soldiers who died in 
Manipur during the World War- 
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'•'The Forward Bloc all-India 
general secretary and Lok Sabha 
member, Mr Chitta Basu, said 
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Minister P. V, Narasimha Rao, 
on Oct. 28 last protesting against 
the reported decision and 
wanted to know the terms and 
conditions for the transfer of the 


land, if already sanctioned. 

•’ Mr Basu said that the Prime 


Minister had acknowledged the 
receipt of his letter without any 
comments thereon. 

Mr Basu said the national 
council of the party condemned 
the reported decision of the Cen- 
tre and also the Manipur Gov- 
ernment as these actions were 
most brazen, shameful and were 
dubious attempts at falsifying the 
history of the freedom move- 
ment by denigrating the role of 
the INA led by Subhas Chandra 
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MOST IMMEDIA" 


« 


Ministry 

(Asia 


of Externa] Affairs 
Pacific Division) 


Sub : Controversy regarding Netaji y s death and bringing 
his ashes to India from Japan. 


Reference Ministry of Home Affairs UO note No 
I /12014/27/93- I S(D. 1 If ) of 21 Oct 93 and 3 Nov 93 on the subjec 
referred to above. A detailed note incorporating the views o 
this Ministry is enclosed as desired. 

This issues with the approval of the Foreign Secretary 

y / 

<dW La h i r i ) 
4s (AP) 

23. 11.93 


M/o Home Affairs (Sh C . I , Joy, Dir (15-1),) 

MEA UO Note No . c.|SA| [|2 V.J P dt 23.11.93 


Copy to Dir 
MH A as the 
MEA f 1 s views 



(EAMO) for kind information 
nodal Ministry is preparing 
had also been sought. 


of EAM. We understan 
a note on the matter 


— — * 

(Primrose R. Sharma 
Director (AP) 

23. 11.93 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


Sub : Controversy regarding Neta11 T s death and bringing 
his ashes to India from Japan. 


Reference Ministry of Home Affairs UO note No. 
1/12014/27/93- IS<D. 1 I I > of 21 Oct 93 and 3 Nov 93 on the subject 
referred to above, A detailed note incorporating the views of 
this Ministry is enclosed as desired. 

This issues with the approval of the Foreign Secretary. 


/L/' 

( Dll ip Lah i r i ) 
4 S (AP) 

23. 11.93 


M/q Home Affairs (Sh C.l. Joy, Dir (15-1),) 

MEA UO Note No . ((2 |<1 V J p dt 23.11.93 


Copy to Dir (EAMO) for kind information of EAM. We understand 
MHA as the nodal Ministry is preparing a note on the matter. 
MEA’’s views had also been sought. 



(Primrose R, Sharma) 
Director ( AP ) 

23. 11.93 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


Ministry 

(Asia 


of External Affairs 
Pacific Division) 


Sub : Controversy regarding Netali’s death and bringing 
hie ashes to India from Japan. 


Reference Ministry of Home Affairs UO note No. 
1 / 12014/27/93- ISCD. 1 1 1 ) of 21 Oct 93 and 3 Nov 93 on the subject 
referred to above. A detailed note incorporating the views of 
this Ministry is enclosed as desired. 

This issues with the approval of the Foreign Secretary. 



(Dilip Vk h i r i ) 
JS^ (AP) 

£3'. 11.93 


M/o Home Affairs (Sh C.l. Jov. Dir (15-1).) 

MEA UO Note No . | f >S' 1 \ V /jp dt 23.11.93 



Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


CONTROVERSY REGARDING NETAJ 1 SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE’S 
| DEATH AND BRINGING HIS ASHES TO INDIA FROM JAPAN 

Background 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose allegedly died in a plane 
crash in Taihoku (Taiwan) in August 1945, He was 49 years old at 
that time. His ashes were taken to the Renkoji temple in Tokyo 
by Habibur Rahman, a colleague of Netaji and handed over to the 
priest of the temple, the Ven’ble Moch i zuk i , ( who died in 1980) 
and who has been succeeded by his son. 

Two Committees of Inquiry and CCPA Decision of 1991 

2. Two Committees of inquiry were set up by the Government 

* of India - The Shahnawaz Khan Committee in 1956 and the one 

man Khosla Committee in 1970 to go into the matter of Netaji’s 
death. Both Committees concluded that Subhash Chandra Bose had 
indeed died in the crash at Taihoku in 1945, although Netaji’s 
own brother, S. C. Bose, who was a member of the Shahnawaz Khan 
Committee, gave a dissenting judgment. Subsequently, the CCPA 
decided that "no useful purpose would be served by holding yet 
ario.ther inquiry or by bringing the ashes back to India at present 
as this might create unnecessary tensions.” 

p Controversy over Netali’s Death and return of ashes to India 

3. The controversy on whether or not Netaji actually died 
in 1945 in Taihoku, and whether the ashes in the Renkoji Temple 


1 




are indeed those of Netaji, is being continued by a very vocal 
minority among whose leading figures is Shri Samar Guha and the 
Forward Bloc. As against to this, there are many, including some 
* of Netaji’s relatives, who accept that the ashes are genuine and 

they have paid homage to them at the Renkoji Temple, as indeed, 
did Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. They feel that the ashes 
should be brought back to India, with all due respect and honour 
as befitting a person of Netaji’s stature as part of the full 
public recognition of Netaji 1 s role and contribution to Indian 
independence . 

4. Former soldiers of the Japanese Imperial Army who 
worked with or were associated with Netaji and the Indian 
National Army (INA) are also strong proponents of this course of 
action. These veterans, (who are members of the Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose Academy in Tokyo) are very concerned that they are 
all old and very few of them are left. They fear that, with 
their passing away, there will be no one left to look after the 
ashes of Netaji. The present priest of the temple, who took over 
after his father’s death, does not hold the same respect for the 
ashes as his father. 

5. From time to time the War Veterans have been enquiring 
through our Embasy in Tokyo and the Embassy of Japan in New Delhi 
to ascertain our plans for bringing the ashes back to India. The 
Government of Japan has indicated that it would go along with 
whatever the Government of India wished to do but at the same 
time they have indicated that they were under some pressure 
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from 


the war veterans. 


6. 

The 

matter 

ha s 

now assumed 

some 

ur gency . 

The 

annua l 

get 

together 

of 

the 

war 

veterans of 

the 

Subhash 

Chandra. 

Bose 

Academy in Tokyo, 

on 

t he 

accasion of 

40th 

Memorial 

Service 

this 


year had received wide media coverage in Japan as the Japanese 
media had also been invited. The press reports focused on the 
concern expressed by the War Veterans of the Academy over 
Government of India’s lack of interest in wishing to receive the 
ashes of Netaji back to India. The Bose Academy members are 
reportedly thinking of disbanding and having the last memorial 
service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary. If no 
decision is taken by that time, we may be asked by the temple to 
take charge of the ashes and may have no alternative but to store 

t 

them in our Mission in Tokyo. 

Information from Russia 

7. On the basis of information and pressure exerted by 

people like Samar Guha, who has never accepted the death of 
Netaji, we had also askedour mission in Moscow to ascertain from 
the erstwhile Soviet Union/present Russian Federation if they had 
any information about Netaji’s presence in Russia during or after 
1945. The Russian Foreign Office had indicated that their 
archives do not contain any material indicating Netaji had gone 
to the Soviet Union. On the other hand, we have been informed by 
a Russian Indologist, Professor Albert Belski, who is associated 
with the bi-monthly "Asia and Africa Today" that the magazine is 
coming out with a series of articles, allegedly based on 
classified KGB archives, claiming, interalia, that Netaji Subhash 


Chandra Bose was an MI * 6 (British) agent and that one of his 
close associates was a KGB agent, A copy of a note from our 

mission in Moscow is enclosed (Annex u re I), The first article in 

) 

the series has been apparently been published. We are awaiting a 
t translated text from our Mission. 

Controversy regarding Peace Memorial at Itnphal 

8. The Hindustan Times of November 4 has reported that the 

Forward Bloc would oppose "tooth and nail" the decision of the 
Government of India to allow the construction of a monument in 
memory of Japanese soldiers who died in Manipur during World War 
II as these were, according to the party (Forward Bloc) dubious 
attempts attempts at falsify the freedom movement by denigrating 
the role of the INA led by Subhash Chandra Bose. The Forward 

Bloc had earlier been opposed to bringing back the ashes from 
Japan. It may also be borne in mind that the Forward Bloc had 
e been founded by Netaji in 1939, 

MEA’s Views 

(i) There appears to be widespread sentiment that Netaji’s 
birth centenary in 1997 should be appropriately 
commemorated and that Netaji’s ashes should be brought 
back to India with due respect and honour. Opposition 
to bringing back the ashes is only from a small group of 
Forward Bloc figures and Shri Samar Guha. 

(ii) In the likely event that the Japanese Temple approaches 

^ us over the next 2 or 3 years to take charge of the 

ashes, it would be most inappropriate if we declined to 
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do so, or stored the ashes unobtrusively in our Mission, 
due to the continuing controversy over the ashes being 
kept alive by a small minority. 


(iii) A consensus in favour of burying the controversy and 

i 

bringing the ashes back to India from Japan could be 
promoted if the likely contingency of our being 
constrained to dispose of Netaji’s ashes as indicaated 
in Para 2 above was made known publicly. Respected 
public figures and others could be discreetly encouraged 
to make statements, including in Parliament, requesting 
the Government to bring back the ashes. 


(iv) Alternatively, a Committee to commemorate Netaji’s birth 
centenary in 1997 could be established, with the 
par t i c i pa t i on of public figures of various political 
opinions, and the call to bring back Netaji’s ashes 
could be made by the Committee. 
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Embassy of India 
Moscow 






Meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradjev. Deputy Editor-in-Chief, 

"Asia and Africa Today", at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 93 

As desired by the Ambassador, I called on Mr. VJ K. Touradjev, 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal "Asia and Africa 
Today" at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 1993. After exchanging pleasantries 
and exploring the possibility of further cooperation between the 
Mission and the journal "Asia and Africa Today" , I enquired from 
Touradjev whether "Asia and Africa Today" would soon start 
publishing a series of articles, based on KGB archives, alleging' 
inter-alia that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an MI-6 agent and 
that a close aide of his had worked for the KGB. 

Touradjev confirmed that the August (8/93) issue of 
"Asia and Africa Today" would carry an article titled "The Secret 
Behind the Death of S.C. Bose" by Prof. Raikov, a well known_ 

Indologist based in Liptsk. The article would explore the 

various theories advanced from time to time, regarding the 

circumstances of Netaji' s death. Its inclusion was essentially 

meant to generate reader interest in two further articles which 

would be published in the September (9/93) and October (10/93) 

issues of "Asia and Africa Today". Touradjev clarified that he 

was the author of these two articles and that they were based on 

KGB archives which he had been privileged to personally examine 

and which had been shared with him by contacts he had in the 

Russian intelligence service. In an attempt to convince me that 

his articles were based on genuine KGB documents, Touradjev showed 

me from afar a copy of a letter dated 11/12/1943, marked "MOST SECRET", 

and addressed by a Col. G.A. Hill of British Intelligence to a 

Col. Osipov of Soviet Intelligence. 

In response to a query, Touradjev clarified that to the 
best of his knowledge the Russian Intelligence Service did not 
possess a separate file on Netaji. In his view, this would seem 
to show that Netaji had never visited the Soviet Union since, at 
least in earlier years, a file was usually opened on every foreigner 
arriving in the country. The documents he had based his articles 
upon were primarily reports filed by the then Russian intelligence 
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agents in Kabul, letters addressed by British Intelligence to 
• their Soviet counterparts, plus other stray correspondence which 
he had come across in the KGB archives. 

I specifically queried Touradjev as to whether his two 
articles contained references alleging that Netaji had been a 
British agent. If so, this would be quite unfortunate, given that 
Netaji was a widely respected national leader whose memory was 
deeply cherished by the people of India. 

In response to this and other queries, Touradjev made 
the following points: 

(a) His articles did not bring out thati Netaji was a MI-6 
agent, in the sense of his being a "paid functionary". Equally, 
they did, however, show that Netaji "cooperated" with the British. 

In this context , Touradjev- pointed out . that without British 
acquiescence Netaji could not have escaped so easily from India 

or lived for so long in Kabul'. Moreover, the instructions which 
Netaji sent from Berlin for carrying out subversive acts against 
the British in India, were - never translated into action since the 
British knew of them and could take corrective measures. Touradjev 
repeatedly emphasized that the KGB documentation which he had 
access to left him in no doubt that "Netaji had cooperated with the 
British" . He added that only MI-6 could inform whether the 
relationship went beyond "cooperation" as additional details would 
only be available with them. He hoped that, once his articles were 
published, the British would join in sharing information on Netaji. 

(b) The KGB documentation, however, conclusively established 
that Bhagat Ram - Netaji' s aide in Kabul - had served as an agent 
of several foreign intelligence services e.g. the British, Russian, 
German, Italian and others. This would be brought out clearly in 
his articles. 

(c) His articles would be "scientifically presented" in the 
sense that they would fully annotated and would provide details of 
every important document referred to or quoted. They would thus 
analyze specific documentation and would not be largely speculative. 
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(d) In his view, the KGB archives material which he has 


quoted in his articles made Netaji "go up in his esteem, since 
it showed that he (Netaji) had contributed to the defeat of 
Fascism". He felt that his articles would in fact show Netaji 
as being an "even greater nationalist" since Netaji had striven 
for an independent India, rather than an India subservient to 
Germany or Japan. Touradjev clarified that the intention behind 
his articles was not to denigrate Netaji as a leader who had the 
best interests of India in mind, but to contribute to a better 
understanding of Netaji's historic role. 

In response to my query, Touradjev pointed out that 
the August (8/93) and September (9/93) issues of "Asia and Africa 
Today" (containing Prof. Raikov's articles and the first of his 
two articles) had already been sent to the printers. I did not 
specifically urge him to have the articles withdrawn, since it 
was evident that he would not do so in any case._ 


C< ) 

30 . 6 . 1993 



Ambassador 



3ub: Controversy regarding Netaji's death and 
bringing his ashes to India from Japan. 


Plea*e refer to this Ministry’s U.O. of even 
number dated 21st October, 1993 and subsequent reminder, 
dated 3rd November, 1993, on the above subject. 

It is requested that MBA's views/c omments in the 
matter may please be furnished to this Ministry urgently. 

(C. I. JOY) 
DIRECT0R(I3-I) 


Ministry of External Affairs 

(Shri Dll Id Lahlrl. JStAP) , HE W DELHI. 

MHA'S D.O. Bo. 1/12014/27/93-13(0.111), date! -11-93. 
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/PM’s rieh 
tributes 
to Netaji 


NEW DELHI, October 20 (PTI) : 
The Prime Minister Mr P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, tonight paid elo- 1 
quent tributes to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, describing him as a 
true democrat who put the nation’s 
interest above all else. 

Netaji saw his provisional gov- 
ernment as a force working in 
tandem with all patriotic forces in 
the country, Mr Rao said in his 
message to the nation on the eve of 
the golden jubilee of the founding 
of the provisional government of 
Azad Hind. 

I The formation of the government 
in exile was the culmination of the 
efforts of Netaji to mobilise all 
Indians outside India in those days 
to organise them to wage a war 
against the British government 
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Govt, undecided 
on Netaji’s ashes 

NEW DELHI, May II (PTI): 
The government of India is of the 
view that bringing the ashes, re- 
ported to be of Netaji Subhash 

* Chandra Bose, back to India from 
Japan, in the absence of a con- 
sensus on the issue might prove 
diversive and create tensions, Mr 
R. L. Bhatia, minister of state for 
externa! affairs, told the Rajya 
Sabha today. 

1 The issue of Netaji’s death is 

• charged with emotion and 
opinions remain divided, Mr 
Bhatia told Mr Viren J. Shah in a 
written reply. 

He said many people including 
Nelaji’s nephews still doubt the 
event of Netaji’s reported death 
and question the veracity of the 
ashes. 

There have been repeated re- 
quests from the Renkoji temple 
where the ashes have been kept, 
and Japanese associates of Netaji 
for the ashes to return to India, he 
said. 

Attempts have also been made 
to have the ashes brought back to 
India with all reverence and 
honour as befitting a man of the 
stature of Netaji, the minister said. 

There have been attempts to 
have a new enquiry instituted on 
the question of Netaji’s death in the 
air crash on August 18, 1945, after 
the two inquiry commissions con- 
cluded that the ashes kept at the 
Renkoji temple were those of Neia- 
he said. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

(Asia Pa.cific Division) 

* 


Sub : Controversy regarding Netaii’s death and bringing 
his ashes to India from Japan.*, 


Reference Ministry of Home Affairs UO note No. 

I / 12014/27/93- I S ( D . I 1 I ) of 21 Oct 93 and 3 Nov 93 on the subject 
referred to above. A detailed note incorporating the views of 
this Ministry is enclosed as desired. 

This issues with the approval of the Foreign Secretary. 


M / o Home Affairs ( S h C . 1 . Joy. Dir ( I 5 - 1 > . ) 

MEA UO Note No. dt 23.11.93 



Ministry of Exte rna 1 Affairs- 
(Asia Pacific Division) 





CONTROVERSY REGARDING NETAJ I SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE’S 

DEATH AND BRINGING HIS ASHES TO INDIA FROM JAPAN 


Background 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose allegedly died in a plane 
crash in Taihoku (Taiwan) in August 1945. He was 49 years old at 
that time. His ashes were taken to the Renkoji temple in Tokyo 
by Habibur Rahman, a colleague of Netaji and handed over to the 
priest of the temple, the Ven’ble Moch i zuk i , ( who died in 1980) 
and who has been succeeded by his son. 

Two Committees of Inquiry and CCPA Decision of 1991 

2. Two Committees of inquiry were set up by the Government 
of India - The Shahnawaz Khan Committee in 1956 and the one 
man Khosla Committee in 1970 to go into the matter of Netaji’ s 
death- Both Committees concluded that Subhash Chandra Bose had 
indeed died in the crash at Taihoku in 1945, although Netaii’s 
own brother, S.C, Bose, who was a member of the Shahnawaz Khan 
Committee, gave a dissenting judgment. Subsequently, the CCPA 
decided that "no useful purpose would be served by holding yet 
another inquiry or by bringing the ashes back to India at present 
as this might create unnecessary tensions, 11 

Controversy over Netali’s Death and return of ashes to India 

3. The controversy on whether or not Netaji actually died 
in 1945 in Taihoku, and whether the ashes in the Renkoji Temple 
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are indeed those of Netaji, is being continued by a very vocal 
minority among whose leading figures is Shri Samar Guha and the 
Forward Bloc. As against to this, there are many, including some 
of Netaji’s relatives, who accept that the ashes are genuine and 
they have paid homage to them at the Renkoji Temple, as indeed, 
did Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. They feel that the ashes 
should be brought back to India, with all due respect and honour 
as befitting a person of Netaji’ s stature as part of the full 
public recognition of Netaji’s role and contribution to Indian 
i ndependence . 


4. Former soldiers of the Japanese Imperial Army who 
worked with or were associated with Netaji and the Indian 
National Army (INA) are also strong proponents of this course of 
action. These veterans, (who are members of the Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose Academy in Tokyo) are very concerned that they are 
all old and very few of them are left. They fear that, with 
their passing away, there will be no one left to look after the 
ashes of Netaji. The present priest of the temple, who took over 
after his father’s death, does not hold the same respect for the 
a.shes as his father. 


5. From time to time the War Veterans ha v e been enquiring 
through our Embasy in Tokyo and the Embassy of Japan in New Delhi 
to ascertain our plans for bringing the ashes back to India, The 
Government of Japan has indicated that it would go along with 
whatever the Government of India wished to do but at the same 
time they have indicated that they were under some pressure from 
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the war veterans* 
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6. The matter has now assumed some urgency. The annual 
get together of the war veterans of the Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy in Tokyo, on the accasion of 48th Memorial Service this 
year had received wide media coverage in Japan as the Japanese 
media had also been invited. The press reports focused on the 
concern expressed by the War Veterans of the Ac a. demy over 
Government of India’s lack of interest in wishing to receive the 
ashes of Netaji back to India. The Bose Academy members are 
reportedly thinking of disbanding and having the last memorial 
service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary. If no 
decision is taken by that time, we may be asked by the temple to 
take charge of the ashes and may have no alternative but to store 

f 

them in our Mission in Tokyo. 

Information from Russia 

7. On the basis of information and pressure exerted by 
people like Samar Guha, who has never accepted the death of 
Netaji, we had also askedour mission in Moscow to ascertain from 
the erstwhile Soviet Union/present Russian Federation if they had 
any information about Netaji’ s presence in Russia during or after 
1945. The Russian Foreign Office had indicated that their 
archives do not contain any material indicating Netaji had gone 

to the Soviet Union, On the other hand, we have been informed by 

\ 

a Russian Indologist, Professor Albert Belski, who is associated 
with the bi-monthly "Asia and Africa Today" that the magazine is 
coming out with a. series 'of articles, allegedly based on 
classified KGB archives, claiming, interalia, that Netaji Subhash 
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Chandra Bose was an MI - 6 (British) agent and that one of his 
close associates was a KGB agent, A copy of a note from our 
mission in Moscow is enclosed (Annexure I). The first article in 
the series has been apparently been published. We are awaiting a 
translated text from our Mission, 

Controversy regarding Peace- Memor ia 1 at Imphal 

S . The Hindustan Times of November 4* has reported that the 

Forward Bloc would oppose "tooth and nail" the decision of the 
Government of India to allow the construction of a monument in 
memory of Japanese soldiers who died in Manipur during World War 
II as these were, according to the party (Forward Bloc) dubious 
attempts attempts at falsify the freedom movement by denigrating 
the role of the INA led by Subhash Chandra Bose. The Forward 

Bloc had earlier been opposed to bringing back the ashes from 
Japan. It may also be borne in mind that the Forward Bloc had 
been founded, by Netaji in 1939, 

ME A 1 s Views 

(i) There appears to be widespread sentiment that Netaji’s 
birth centenary in 1997 should be appropriately 
commemorated and that Netaji’s ashes should be brought 
back to India with due respect and honour. Opposition 
to bringing back the ashes is only from a small group of 
Forward Bloc figures and Shri Samar Guha* 

(ii) In the likely event that the Japanese Temple approaches 
us over the next 2 or 3 years to take charge of the 
ashes, it would be most inappropriate if we declined to 
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do so, or stored the a.shes unobtrusively in our Mission, 
due to the continuing controversy over the ashes being 
kept alive by a small minority- 

(iii) A consensus in favour of burying the controversy and 
bringing the ashes back to India from Japan could be 
promoted if the likely contingency ■ of our* being 
constrained to dispose of Netaji’s ashes as indicaated 
in Para 2 above was made known publicly. Respected 
public figures and others could be discreetly encouraged 
to make statements, including in Parliament, requesting 
the Government to bring back the ashes. 

Civ) Alternatively, a Committee to commemorate Netaji’s birth 
centenary in 1997 could be established, with the 
participation of public figures of various political 
opinions, and the call to bring back Netaji’s ashes 
could be made by the Committee, 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


Sub* Controversy regarding Netajl’s death and 
bringing his ash^s to India frcm Japan. 


The Ministryof External Affairs may please refer to 
their TT.0.No.C/551/12/93-jr, dated 23rd November, 3 993, on 
the above subject. 

2. It is reaue3ted that conies of the articles (with 
English translation If In Rusiatx) alongwith your final 
comments may please be sent to this Ministry urgently to 
prepare the Cabinet Nbte. 



(C . T. JOY) 
D^RVCTORC 3S-I) 



Sub : 


/\p e/f-// 2 • /p 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 


Writ petition No. C.O.6720(W) of 1993 
f i 1 ecK i r> the Calcutta High Court by 
Shri Bijan Ghosh challenging the ~ 
declaration of Bharat Ratna Award 
posthumously to Netaji Subash Chandra Bo^e 

• 4 .. • 


Reference preceding notings. 

2- Asia Pacific Division has been involved primarily 
on account of the fact that the ashes of v Netaji are 
housed at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

3. fhe writ petition refers primarily to information 
That would be available in countries under the 
■jurisdiction of other territorial divisions. 



§ ^ fa • 




MOST IMMEDIATE 


Legal & Treaties Division 


Reference FS' note dated 28.12.93 and the FR, 
memorandum from the Ministry of Home Affairs enclosing a 
copy of writ petition filed by Shri Bijan Ghose in the 
Calcutta High Court challenging the declaration of 
Bharat Ratna Award posthumously to Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. " 


i 


2. We have gone through this writ petition praying to 
implead Secretary, MEA, Secretary, Ministry of Defence 

«jnd others as respondents to the pending original writ 
petition which is not enclosed. 

3. This petition has emerged from a Counter Affidavit 
filed by Prof. Samar Guha who has also been added as a 
party to the pending proceedings vide Court order dated 
29 Sept 1993. Since the Counter Affidavit filed by Prof 
Guha referred to the certain correspondence between him 
and the EAM (Shri Dinesh Singh) and a letter dated 

29 March 1991 from Shri Digvijoy Singh, the then Deputy 
Minister for External Affairs and Shri I.K.Gujral, the 
then EAM including a letter written in February 1978 by 
Shri N.G.Goray, the then High Commissioner of India, 
London to Lord Mountbatten including the text of the 
Parliament Question and the reply by Shri Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, the then EAM including some correspondence 
referred to by the former Prime Minister, Shri 
V.P. Singh. The petitioner pleaded that the presence of 
Ministry of External Affairs is necessary in order to 
enable the trial Court effectually adjudicate upon all 
the issues raised in the present writ proceedings, on 
the basis of the information that this Ministry may be 
in a position to provide. 

4. The presence as referred to in paragraph 18, page 
10 does not mean the physical presence of the FS 
himself. It requires MEA to enter an appearance to be 
represented through counsel or an officer subordinated. 


contd . . 


(from pre-page) 


5. The course of action required at this stage Is that 
we may In consultation with the Branch Secretariat of 
the Ministry of Law, Calcutta, fe® appoint a suitable 
Government counsel who will appear representing 
Secretary, MEA and should seek adjournment on 19.1.1994 
to enable the Government of India to file a Counter 
Affidavit for which the Information Is required from the 
various Missions abroad. 

6. In the meantime a suitable officer of the 
Coordination Division may be designated to collect 
Information from abroad through our Territorial 



Divisions to enable the Ministry 
Affidavit . 


Counter 


7. This Is only a petition to Implead more respondents 
Including Secretary, MEA and not a Court verdict, order 
or Instructions on addition of the respondents and 
thereby directing respondents to appear In person. 



Director (L&T) 
29 Dec 1993 



t)UT TcrfcA/. 









MOST IMMEDIATE 


FOREIGN SECRETARY'S OFFICE 


Will Director (L&T) study the attached Office 
Memorandum from the Ministry of Home Affairs from its 
Director (O&M & vig.)? 

2. The attached papers concern a writ petition filed in 
the Calcutta High Court by one Mr. Bijan Ghosh challenging 
the declaration of Bharat Ratna Award posthmously to Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. He has submitted that there is no 
conclusive evidence about the demise of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

3 . The Calcutta High Court has required the presence of 
the Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs and Secretary 
(Defence) at their court on the 19th of January. Please 
check out how we can overcome the problems posed in the 
petition and how we can meet the orders of the court 
without affecting our work and programmes here. I am 
particularly busy in January as I am demitting office at 
the end of the month. So please sort this matter out 
quickly . 



( J.N. Dixit ) 
Foreign Secretary 


28.12. 1993 


Director ( L&T) 
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No. 1/27/91-Public 
Government of India 





Ministry of Home Affairs 


New Delni, dated the 24th December. 1993. 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


f 


Subj ect :-Wr it Petition No. C.O. 6720 (W) of 1993 filed in 

Calcutta High Court by Snri Bijan Ghosh challenging 
the declaration of Bharat Ratna Award posthumously 
to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

The undersigneo is directed to say that one Shri Bijan 
Ghosh has filed a writ Peition No. C.u. 6720 (w) of 1993 in 
Calcutta High Court challenging the declaration of Bharat 
Ratna Award posthunously to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose by 
Union of India. In his application filed before the Hon'ble 
Court, Shri Ghosh has prayed for impleading Secretary, 

Ministry cf External Affairs/Secretary, Ministry of Defence, 
as part ies/respondent s in the ends of justice. 

2. As the request of Shri Bijan Ghosh fr -m inpleading 
Secretaries, Ministry of External Aflairs and Defence is on 
the basis of certain documents which concern Ministry of 
External Affairs/Ministry of Defence, a copy of the application 
together with a copy of his anended writ petition are enclosed 
for perusal and necessary action by them. 

3. The next date for hearing of this case in the Calcutta 
High Court is 19th January, 1994. 


L 


( L.B. SlliATE ) 
DIRECTOR (U*M & V1G.) 


TO 


1. Secretary, 


Ministry of Extei. nal Affairs 
South Block, 

New Delhi. 


2 


Secretary, 

Ministry of Defence 
South Block, 

New Delhi. 
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HI TBI HI OH COURT AT cu.com 

- J 

COH 8 II TOTXOK iL VEIT JURI8DICTI0W 
APPKLLAT l SIDE 


In the Matter of i 
An application for addition of 

Partita | 

• And - 5 

i 

Ii> tha Matter of t 

An application under Article 226 of 

j 

the CAnatitution of India | 


In .jhtJiEUtl.Qf « 

C.O. Vo. 6720 (V) of 1093 f 

• And - 

In the Matter of » 

Bln AIT OnoSTT ..... PETITION BE. 

/ — 

• Tereua • 

UHIOH OP INDIA AND 0TPKL9 . . RP3POWDBNTfl 


# ^ 

The Hon'blo Hr. JU K. Bhattaaharjee, Chief Jnstioa and ' 
Via Companion Juatioaa of the a aid Hon'ble coart* 

\ 

OOBtdd • s 8 t 






r. 


* 


’,>&* * -■**#• .• *.'■ _ 


■ •*;'* 

, 14 %, 


-9 • I- 



The bamfele petition of tbe petitioner 
abovanaaed nost reepeetfully - 


fl JJLMJLUL» 


1* lour petitioner ie a eitixen of Indie and the 
petitioner in the above vrit application pending before 
thie Bon'ble Coart. 

8. The said vrit petition has einoe been aaended 

with the lemre of this Bon'ble Coart and an amandad vrit 
application verified by an affidavit affirmed on 2nd 
Deceaber 1093 has bean filed before this Bon'ble Coart 
on tbe 6th Deoember, 1903, an advance copy thereof having 
been served on the respondents on or about 23rd flov ember 

A 

1003. The said Civil Order is fixed fbr next hearing on 
the 10th January 1004. 


8. In the Meantime beenase of dieolosure of certain 
facts referred to hereinafter in detail, it has beooae 
necessary to add tbe following as par ties/ respond ants to 
the vrit application in the ends of Justice »- 

(a) Secretary to the Government of India, 

Ministry of Sxternal Affairs, Sew Delhi, and 

(b) Secretary to the Government of India, 

Ministry of Defines, lev Delhi* 

. V 

oontd***3* 


(i) The Hni|lB| Ml tor f forth In41«i Fttvlki, 
Allahabad Patrlka (P) Limited, 6, Patrlka Na rg, 
Allahabad* 


4* Profasaor faair Qaha, who haa baan addad by this 

iBon'bla Coart as a party to tha praaant prooaadlnga under 
tba ordar datad tha 89th September, 1993, haa fllad an 
affidavit b a fora thla Hon'bla coart daring tha haarlng 

V 

of tha a at a on 6th Daeaabar 1993* In tba aaid affidavit, 
tha aaid addad ras pond ant haa rafarrad to eartaln oorras- 

I pond an oa batvaan hla atd shrl Dine a h Singh, tha Hbn’bla 
Minister for Kxtamal Affairs, Government of India, as 
vail as batvaan Dr* Irigona San and the said Don’bla 
Minister* Profasaor Sasar Cuba baa also rafarrad In hit 

•^vvrvv 

affidavit to a lattar ra cal rad by Atf an 89th Maroh 1991 
[from shrl DlgHJay Singh, Deputy Hinlitar fbr fxternal 

Affairs, Government of India* Rifs ran oa haa alao baan 

/ 

\ 

a ad a to certain spefifio doooaenta relating to tha die* 
appear sne a «d vbarasboat of f otajl Sabhaa Chsdra Boaa, 

I vhl are aithar in tba poasaaalon of or e&pabla of balng 
I procured and produced by tba Ministry of Fxternal Affalrsi 
Government of India* Coplas of profasaor Samar Goha' a 
lattar to Mr* Bremer, Mr* Mekhll Qoiraoha and Mr* Boris 
Taltaln, tha praaant president of tha Federation of 
Basils, seeking Information about fatajl Sabbat Bhmadra 
Boaa, hare Alao baan anntxed to tha aaid affidavit of 
Profasaor daaar Ooha* 

% 

oontd«**4* 


/ 


V 4 f* 

/ • . . 

6* Vhlls tha ^ofMMntlmid latter of gbsl Diqpljoy 
Singh ao n taint m affirmation by tha Mini • try of Internal 
affairs that tha fbllow-up action regarding hlg •laval 
investigation Into aaerat foeonents on tba dls^paarmo* 
of Vataji snbhaa Chandra Boss hat already been Initiated! 
tha latter dated the 6th March 1093 of the present Kin la- 
ter for External Affair* addressed to Professor Sanar 

i 

Quha contains the following reply »- 

• I entirely agree with yon that the riddle about 
disappearance of Kataji abcald be nolvsd* I aan 
assort yon va ah all do every thing possible in thig 
regard* Ion have Bade suggestions which are yon 
wary Important aid 1 u haring the natter ex mined 
as to how best we should proceed further % 

J 

6* Professor sonar Quha has also set oubin his 

affidavit the following portion fron a letter written 
to Dr* Trlguna Sen by Shri Diuteh 81ngh v the present 
Minister fbr fxtemdL Affairs, Government of India «- 

* Ve shall aarry out any directive fron tea 
Pra aidant of India regarding Inquiry Into tbs 
disappearoat of Vetajl ftubhaa Chandra Boss* In 
the meantime, ws shall see If we c an gather 
some intonation fron tha Kremlin 1 a fils as 
•ug^sted by you% 

■ < 


lonMsstSs 


V 


r 




to have taken up tbl Matter M Sbri V.p, Bligh, when he 
wii tbe Prlae Minister,* On the 7th jane, 1090 8hri T.p. 
Singh it stated to bare addressed the f ©blowing letter to 
Professor 8u&r Othe i- 


i 

« 


f 


" Deer Professor Gob a i I hare received font 
letter of Key 17, 1000 regarding high level 
investigation! Into secret doeunents on dis- 
appear once of Retail Subhas Chandra Bose believed 
to be oraildble in the U.S.6* H. t TJ.K., Japan 
and the U.9.A. 


2 bore asked the Ministry of Bxternal affairs 
to look into this* 

Regards* lours ®incertly 

9d/- T.p. Singh « 

/ 

J 

B. , Professor S«aar Quha has stated in his affidavit 
to bare written on the subject thereafter to shri I*K. 
Qujral, the then Minister of Vxternal Affairs «d aleo 
di touted the Batter with him. 8hri Qujral 1* stated to 
h*re assured all efforts to oontaet 0.8. 8. R. and other 
eon earned floral eoun tries. 


9. Rfference has been made in the said affidavit 
to a letter written in February 1078 by sbri 1*0* Qortf , 

s • <: C • ^ ' 

. * % * 

% 

«. . • \ 

•OBtfl* 9 961 



/ 4 -> * ? ' • 

thi than Indis TA& Commissioner la London to lord l\'< 

Noon that tan requesting WL« to Aad aoaa mu then tie light 

• ] 

on tha Vetajl episode In tha context of tha raport about 

i i 

his baring taken asylum In 1946 in tha TT9SB nfl Lord 
NouDtbatta'a raplj thereto to tha affaet that thara 
1 was no offlolA raeord of Vetajl Sub has Chandra Bose* a 
daath in hi a archives. Tha said lattara bora also baan 
aat out In tha book - • VBTAJI DEAD OB ALITE t" by 
Professor Baaiar Ouha, which fonts part of tha annexnre 
to hl 8 affidavit* Tha aald book also contain* tha taxt 
i of a Pari las ant question on the above oorraapondanea 
batvaan Shrl V.Q. Qrog end Lord Mountbattan and tha 
raply glvan tharato by shrl Atal Baharl Vajpayee, tha 

than Klnlatar fbr SXternal Afflrs, Government of India* 

\ 

/ • ' 

10* tha rooaot publication by tha Publication Divi- 
sions, Min la try of Information end Broadcasting, Govern- 
ment of India of a book written by Dr* S*C* Malkap 
a Challenging to tha Bmplra • A Study of Vatajl” which 

. 1 . i 

was produced before this Hon’bl* Court during tha hearing 
on tha 6th December 1993 to draw tha attention of thlo 
Hon’bl a Court to eertaln pasaaga In tha book bearing a 
dear rafaranoa to tha fact of Vatajl having Clown to 
Bangkok nd tbanoa to Dairen an route Taibaku to bova bit 
I aeylua In U3SH and containing a clear assertion that 
history la yet to eay anything poaltlva about hla death 
of boring remain* no alive* 



4 

tr 



aontd*«*7* 


11* tbs nnx Copy of the letter of S*« Khmrshed 

jl written to Hr* Loni* Filler on behalf of Gandhi* 
Je on 2nd July, 1946 annexed to the affidavit of Profa* 

vjA v-hi * 

••or Saner Gob a also goes to ebov that Retail ves In 

« -* 

Soviet Basal e et that tine and the congress party In 

^ i t * r« '*> v * * 

India was apprehensive of hie coming to India with 

- .a j ■ J & $ * h \ 

Basel gd help In which case the oontrol of the political 
situation In the country would g) oat of the hande of 
Oandhljl and, other Oongreet Leader* It le In the context 
of the above apprehension that a gesture was thrown in 
the said letter for SagLand to play fair to the People of 
India or to be deelraled by Indlois for ever an arnttmanj 
of India or Asiatics, Almost immediately after wrltting 
of this letter the Interim Government was Installed at 
lev Delhi leading ultimately to Tranefer of Power to e 
partitioned India within a year thereafter* Thle letter 
le reported to be available in the arohlvee of Prlneton 
University in U *8* A* mid has been located thereby an 
India research scholar 9 Dr* Bhalrab Bhattacharjee* 

A true oopy of the said latter le annexed hereto 
and marked vlth the letter "A"* 

• i • , 

i 

12* The above facta find corroboration and the air 
crash ctory doea not find tha slightest support from the 
historical vaks on Indlsn Indapsndanos Movement written 
by two eminent Hi a tori asp t n sad/ Dr* Barns ah Chandra 

• ’ ; V , 7 V" t if > V • ’ • •* 



eontd»*,*B« 




HaJ radar nd rnfuiof imlfih Xripathi* Hbllf Dr* VlijMrfar 
4r«ri a aoj^plate bloik after tha departure of the pine 
from Saigon, Professor Trlpathi describes the rest as 

* *• i " 

aoBpleta alienee, as stated In paragraph 15 of the 
euppleasntary affidarlt of Dr* Susenta Kuaar Nltra 

j • 

( respondent Bo* 6) filed before this Hon'ble Court on 
6 th Dsoember, 1903* 

i 7 

13* Tbs Ministry of fxteroal iff air e, Government of 
India, spuld be able to enlighten on the above aspect 
of the ,oa se with reference to the records in their posses 
selorv end/or the reoords which are oapible of being 

/\ J . J 

pjp cured by them froa ealww^n. sources, as Indicated In 
the eboTei-nentloned letters referred to byPzofeeeor pa 
Ooha ln/hie affidavit* 



Dr* Sueonta Kumar Mitre ( respondent Vo* 5 ) hes 
•<B to hie affidavit xerox oopiee of a series of 

17 In number ) t which appeared in the Vprth 

Indian/ Patrlka, Published fro a Allahabad on different 
dates/ os t wen 20/12/1085 and 31/1/1986 under the Caption 


dates/' 

m 4!* m 

conducted 


5 


f Mystery", based on an Investigative inquiry 


v I ' 


two of their Journalists into the back 

\ ‘ ( 

of a neaelees • Saint 11 haring entered India from 
via Sepal in tke year 1951 and baring stayed at dif 
placet in U*Pw up to the year 1985 v who upon lnrestlga 
was fbund to be no other pereon than Betajl gubhes Ch» 


* 

$ 


\ 


r r ' iv > 

Mdse* fhs eatd articles disc contain jreferenoe to a host 

of toooBOQts /and other aate rials hearing Identity with 


;P: m 


\ 


lonMi s • »9» 




-I » t. * * ^ HlllUl 

■ *• 

letajl SuteM Chandra Bom including a ' J wrist 
vat ch left behind by the said ■ Saint" width vara 
lrrv an tori sad by tba loaal polios in tha presence of 
loaal witnesses* Tha said raporta also point out tba 
nyatarions fact of tba dimipuraiea of tba said 
* Saint" batvaan tha 16th «id 18th septaaber 1985 v daring 
vhioh pariod ha vas allagad to bora diad 9 bat tba daad 
body vas not ahovn to mj parson and tha oraaation of 
a ooaplataly covered daad body took placa in n unusual 
nannar ondar elosa guard by oartl n persons at a placa 
on tha bgpk of river Saraju in Paisabad (U*P. )* vhioh 
vas not a crenatlon placa* Tha placing of a ooaplataly 


* 


covered daad body on tha funeral pyre bears significant 


rfseablencs to tha placing of tba dosed ooffisvs itself* 

/ 

dontaining tha daad body of a Jar ms ess 


lehlro 


Okura, into the Sum-cnee at Tapai on - - ^ August^ 1945* 


n 


7 


15* Vhlla ths Ministry of ixtarnal Iff lire, Qovernu- 
amt of India end tha Miniatry of Defenoe, Ocvemnent of 


India] should be able to throw light on tha identity of 


tha said "Saint" reportedly entering India fron Tibet 


vlaWepjl in tha year 1951 and etylng in India opto tha 


yjkr 1985 1 tha florth Indl*> Pattlka, vhioh conducted the 
above investigation by their Journalists and published 


i 


tie facts in the above articles, should be able to produce 

. i * , , 

tba source ■ ate rial on ths basis whereof tha said "Saint" 


vas taken to be Hetaji Sttbhas Chandra Bose* 


\ 


• " N 


• . v ' 

OODU* MsslOi 


•* ID »• 



ie. the Minister of External Affaire, OoTernnsnt of 

. f . ^ • r 

India, should also be Ala to throw light on tba point 
ra^fti Id v latter dated 80 MovsAbsr,* 1003 addressed 
to tba Secretary of tba aald Min-1 a try, written with * 

f 

rafaranoa to tba crirmt nads In tba affldsrlt of 9brl 

i 

1.9. Thor*, Secretary to tba Qovtrnnent of India, Mini a try ( 
of Bone Affaire, purporting to dain privilege In xSspset j 
of oartaln document*. A copy of tba said lattar dated 
30 Poveaber, 1903, which will apeak for itself, la 
mnexed bar a to nfl narked with tba latter "B"* 


i 


A -i 

^ 17. lour patitionaf atataa that no reply has been < 

received by hia to the Aove -mentioned latter fron tba 
Secretary to tba Qovemnent of India, Hlnletry of External 
Affaire, although it la the aald authority, who on give • ? 
tba darlfleatlon asked for in tba aald lattar regarding 
the nanaaed foreign nation ala, who bare been purported 

ft 

to be referred to es the wife aid daughter respectively 
of Wetaji 8ub ha* Cbndra Boot In tpe said affidavit of 

i 

8hri 9.9. Tobra, with whoa tba Mini a try of Hone Affaire 
baa tarried on oorrotpondence through our Bribaisy in 
Tien a on the question of Award of Bharat Batna poathu- 
■>usly on Vetajl ddbhas u hmdra Boat* 


18* In tbs premises, tbs presence of tba nacre t ary 
to tba Qovarnaant of India, Ministry of External Affaire, 
■ow Delhi nod the Naiglng Editor of Worth India) Patrika, 
All A A ad Patrika (P) United, 6A, Patrika Marg, Allah*, n 
bad, bafbra thle Hon*ble oourt le neoeaaaty In order to 
enAle thle Hon’blt Oourt effectually end oonplately to 
adjudicate upon end eattla ell the questions involved 



oonW...lf. 





> v 'jK*~ : 


** 1.Vf{ 


W*T¥1 



•I 11 I- 


ln the pniat writ proceedings. 4s will appear fron 
tbs facts stated abort, tbs said two Masons art neoe- 

l 

•■ary and/or pro par partita to tba present proceed Inga 
aid they should bt lnplaadtd as partlas/raspondants In 
the ends of Justlos* 


10 . Ibis application la aadt bon af id a nd In tha 
Intarast of Justice* 

I 

In tha elrcuastaneea poor petitioner j 
■oat reapeetfuliy prays Tour Lordships 
to ba graciously plsassd to ordsr that- 

i 


a) Tba at ere t ary to the Qoremitent of 

« 

India* Min letry of External Affairs, j 

j 

law palhi, tha secretary tba ; 1 
Government of India ftlnletry of Defenoe 
law Delhi aid tha Managing Editor, 

Vorth India* Patrlka, Allahabad Pat- 
rlka (P) Limited, 6, Patrlka Marg, 
Allahabad ba addad as raspondsnts to 
the writ sppUeation % 


b) The said added reapondante ba dire-* 
I cted to file their raapaetlra affl- 
! ds?i t-in-opposi tlon to tba aiendad 
writ appllaation aid the affidavits 
filed by tba respondent! Vos* 3 to 8 


Odd td. ■••12 



and to prodaoa all rilirat raaotda 

bsfbra thla Rbn'bla Court* 

' « 

i 

a) Such otbar md/or furthar ordar 
or ordara diractlAn or dlraotlooa 
as aay ba daaaad fit propar* 


And fbr this act of klndnass jrour petitionar as In duty 
bound shall arar pray- 


Affidavit 
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-f U I- 

v m ! • * • ’ • 

. •* * '•( • * «..,«> “ 

ULZJJLAJL1 1 

1 9 Biban abort, mb of thrl Denoy Krishna abort, a^tl 
•boat 97 jrssrst by oooapstion idroaste, <pr so Using st 
High court, Calcutta, residing st B-178, B.B. Co lit go, 
Bowrab-3, do hsreby soleanly sffirn and say ss follows * 


1. That I at tbs vrit petitioner aid I m well 

aoqaalntsd with ths fasts sod drouastanoss of ths east* 


8. That tbs statsnonts nods in paragraphs 1 to 9, 
16 to 19 (both in ola sirs) art tras to ny knowlsdgs, aid 
thoss node in paragraphs 4 to 16, sxosptlng last para- 
graph ara derirsd fro* rsoords and nsvspapsrs and rsst 
art my bnmbls sabaissions bsfors this fion'bls Coart* 


Prepared by ns 


"L^l (KA QjW^ , 


The deponent 


Soleanly afflmed bsfors ns 

this \tA day of Daesabsr, 1C03* 




ConissioDor 



,d/or^l tisens of • foreign country could be entered Into by the 
Government of India through Its Embassy In Vienna by treating then as 
aife and daughter respectively of Retail Subhas Chandra Bose needs 
elarlfl cation* 


t 


4* Tfee above Information and/or clarification is necessary In order to 
appreciate the facts pleaded In support of the claim of privilege put 
forth by the Ministry of Home Affairs In respect of the said correspondence 
with certain persons In a foreign country over the question of conferring 
the title of "Bharat Ratna" on Retail* 

6* I , therefore, request you to favour me vlth such particulars as may 
be in your possession as to Retail Subhas Chandra Bose having wife and 
daughter outside this country and the basis on vhbch their Identity In 
such capacity has been recognised by your Ministry enabling the Government 
of India to enter Into correspondence through the Embassy In Vienna with 

t 

such persons on the above subiect by treating then as vlfe and daughter 
respectively of Retail Subhas Chandra Bose* 

6* A very reply Is solicited. 

7. this is without prejudice to all my rights and contentions In the matter^ 
Including those relating to the pending writ proceedings above refused to* 


Thank you. 


to •<? 



•sfal ^ NOT INSURED 

to •<?. to 3o Nc * ' 


lours faithfully* 



Advocate 


SUNDAY MORNING : NEAR AKSHAYA BIDYAPlY 


CQpy of a letters 
£ar Fischer - 


from Khurshed Naoroji'to Louis Fischer 

22 / 7/46 


I enclose a copy of Gandhi ji's letter, as desired by you. 

But please don't think that he is not with us. 1 have been 
with him since my release from prison and he put the cons- 
tructive Programme before the country which was overlooked 

a 

* b> the working Committee when they decided on constitutional 
methods. 


Since the release of his colleagues of the Working Committee 
he has gone with them because they were not prepared to go 
with him but Gandhiji is essentially a man of action and 
when the time comes, he will take the country with him. 

The Socialists are merely implimenting the constructive 
programme in the light of present circumstances, We must 
go to the people and forge mass sanctions. The people want 
to know the shape of things to come. Grouping of the provinces 
or the question of sovereignty does not touch them, they want 
a plan. Let our leaders go to the Govt, sponsored Constituent 
Assembly and we remain with the people to share their joys and 
sorrows. When the time comes we shall be one. 


The Socialists do not want violence any more than does Gandhiji 
but what is practiced non-violence, we say nonkilling. We have 
to put non-violence in to practice and not just go talking of 
truth of non-violence. People want deals and not words. For 
twenty years we have talked on the ideal Govt, and the practical 
stage for us today is Panchayat Raj. Our people are very patient 
but even their patience is wearing thin. All Congress and 
the nationist minded people are one but our headache is the 
Indo-Anglo-Russians . The foreign Govt, has built them up to 
fight the Congress and will have to deal with them now. They 
♦ are going underground and if before the time the Allies (excluding 
Russia), have a scrap with Soviet Russia, India is not satisfied 
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with the results of the Constituent Assembly. She will go over 
entirely and absolutely to the enemies of the Allies. The Indian 
army (not the Indian National Army) is no longer of the same 
temper as it was in the first world war. Besides the disaffection 
amongst the Indian officers and the rank and file, a revolutionary 
group has been working amongst them and they are pro-Russian. 

There have been many cases a court martial in thp Indian army on 
individuals and platoons during the last war both in India and 
abroad. There have been mass desertions in the regular army and 
minor reaps in the N.W.F. Province at the beginning of the 
last war. 


At heart the Indian army is sympathetic with the Indian National 
Army. If Bose comes with the help of Russia neither Gandhiji nor 
the Congress will be able to reason with the country. Also 
Russia for propaganda purposes declares itself an Asiatic country 
then there is no hope of any European alliance acceptable to 
India. Freedom for India under the* aegis of Soviet Russia is 
no freedom for us: but it now rests with England to play fair 
by the people of India or be declared by us for ever as the enemy 
of India and of the Asiatics. There are other groups in north 
India pro-Russian, but after Russia joined the Allies they lost 
caster. However the bitterness towards the English is so great 
that Russia will again come into favour on the event of any disa- 
greement amongst the Allies. 


Gandhiji is not touched with the international reactions but 
we can't afford to neglect the signs of the time specially 
when it concerns our freedom. 


Yours , 
Khurshed 
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